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Provocateur 

“The victims are truly the 
innocent and the random.” 



I N APRIL, T.A. SPOKE WITH VETERAN 

Brooklyn prosecutor Maureen McCor¬ 
mick, head of the Vehicular Crimes 
Bureau at the Brooklyn District Attor¬ 
ney's office. McCormick graduated 
from St. J ohn's Law School and has spent the 
last 17 years working to hold killer drivers 
accountabl e for thei r cri mes. 

T.A. has long admired McCormick for 
her untiring efforts to hold killer drivers to 
account and educate the public about the 
consequences of speeding and dangerous 
driving. Among McCormick's accomplish¬ 
ments, she won a second-degree murder 
conviction of Brooklyn driver Jon Paul Laz- 
artes, age 21, who killed two other motor¬ 
ists while driving at 100 mph on the Belt 
Parkway on January 16, 2000. Lazartes 
was sentenced to 25 years to life for his 
"depraved indifference" to human life. He 
is only the second sober driver convicted of 
murder in N ew York State history. 

T.A.: Maureen, were you surprised when the 
Daily News revealed last year that fewer than 
one in five killer drivers is charged criminally 
even though many of those drivers were dis¬ 
obeying traffic rules when they killed? 

a.d.a mccormick: N o, I was not surprised by 
that statistic. It's wrong and frustrating. My 
victi ms 1 fami I ies have educated me that there 
is no one way to grieve, but they all feel it 
is extraordinarily important that someone be 
held accountable for their loved one£ death. 

Let’s say a mom is walking hand in hand with 
her young son across the street. They are 
coming back from a nice morning in the park, 
it’s broad daylight, they are in the crosswalk 
and have the walk signal. Suddenly, a motor¬ 
ist runs the red light and kills them both. 
The motorist pulls over and is found to be 
sober. Would that motorist be charged with 
a crime? 

a.d.a mccormick: Limited to those facts, 
that motorist would be summonsed for run¬ 
ning a red light. A criminal prosecution 
requires showing that the motorist ran the 
red light because of more than carelessness 
or inadvertence. The driver's behavior at the 
time of running the light is usually the only 
way to prove the driver's state of mind. The 
state of a person’s mind is a difficult thing 
to prove. They don't generally yell out "I'm 
going through this light on purpose" 


Under the governor's proposed legislation 
it would, but sadly under the current laws 
it would not. Currently, the motorist would 
be summonsed for the red light violation 
and face a misdemeanor charge for aggra¬ 
vated unlicensed operation of a motor vehicle 
These charges might result in fines where no 
death or injury occurred. In Brooklyn, Dis¬ 
trict Attorney Hynes seeks to see that killer 
motorists serve at least some jail time How¬ 
ever, judges are not bound by the D.A.'s rec¬ 
ommendations 

So, if a sober driver kills a cyclist or walker 
and then stops and pulls over after killing 
them, it’s unlikely that the driver will serve 
jail time? 

a.d.a mccormick: W hen D.A.’s can’t show 
that the driver's acts were more than care¬ 
less or inadvertent, and criminal assault 
or manslaughter cannot be charged, jail 
time is unlikely. However, in Brooklyn, 
more sober drivers are charged with driv¬ 
ing assaults and homicides in cases than 
drunk or drugged ones. The jail time for 
these sober drivers depends on the driver’s 
behavior and record. In general, defendants 
in sober driving cases who do not rise to 
the criminal level of "depraved indifference 


to human life" will receive lesser jail sen¬ 
tences than drunk or drugged drivers. 

Why is that? 

a.d.a mccormick: Because of the way laws 
are written and interpreted, and because of 
societal attitudes, it is easier to convict deadly 
drivers who are drunk or drugged. The aver¬ 
age N ew Yorker has a hard time identifying 
with a guy who smokes crack or shoots up 
before getting behind the wheel. But jurors 
may identify with speeders or red light run¬ 
ners who kill someone 

Do you think that the public views speeding, red 
light running and aggressive driving as it did 
drunk driving 10 to 20 years ago? 

a.d.amccormick: W hen I started, jail time 
for killing someone whiledrunk was rare Then 
Mothers A gainst Drunk Drivers and lots of pub¬ 
lic education changed attitudes towards drunk 
driving. N ow, consciousness raising about speed 
and red light running is starting to occur. 
J udges are much less likely to dismiss charges 
against sober, killer drivers than they were ten 
years ago. But many police officers, judges and 
prosecutors don't consider this"real crime 1 ' until 
their first vehicular cri me case Then, they are 
awestruck by the devastation wrought on the 
family. They learn first hand that the victims 
are truly the innocent and the random. □ 
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What I Learned 


A BIG THANK YOU TO PAUL S. WHITE, 

T.A.'s new Executive Director, for 
letting me write this final column. 
This is dedicated to my mother-in- 
law and all my friends 
who forgot I was step- 
ping down as T.A.’s 
executive director, and 
called me in surprise 
when they saw Paul's 
name on theT.A. E-Bul- 
letin or their member¬ 
ship renewal letter. 

In the last couple of 
months I've been asked 
quite a few times what 
the most important 
things I've learned at 
T.A. are. H ere is what 
comes to mind at dead¬ 
line. I've listed the least 
important first to add to 
the suspense. 



• Good ideas aren’t worth much unless they 
are backed with vigorous and persistent 
advocacy. Both T.A. and the City Depart¬ 
ment of Transportation have dusty shelves 
full of interesting plans 
for new bicycle net¬ 
works and traffic calm¬ 
ing schemes that will 
never see the light of 
day. In the world T.A. 
works in, if someone 
tells you their focus is 
developing new ideas, 
not fighting for their 
implementation, they 
are really saying: "Don't 
take me seriously." 
Coming up with new 
ideas is the fun part. I’d 
do it for free. 


John Kaehny 
Executive Director, 
1994-2004 


• Many people believe the 
mayor sets transit fares. 

H e doesn't, the governor does. 

• New Yorkers aren’t easily impressed. N 0 mat¬ 
ter how many ti mes I was i n the newspaper or 
on TV, someone at a community meeting was 
sure to let me know they had never heard of 
me, T.A. or any of our advocacy campaigns. 
Asa free bonus they often added, that while 
I seemed like a nice, normal, guy, what I was 
trying to achieve was doomed to failure. 

• New York City is not “Star Trek: The Next 
Generation.” One of the most entertain¬ 
ing things about Star Trek is the idea that 
rational dialogue and logic can sway even 
the most hostile aliens. Don’t believe it. 
H ere in N ew York City, even the best pack¬ 
aged appealsto the enlightened self interest 
of others often won't produce agreement. 
W itness the unrelenting hostility to East 
River bridge tolls from Brooklynites who 
would enjoy huge traffic reductions in their 
neighborhoods or the steadfast belief that 
more and cheaper parking will reduce traf¬ 
fic along retail shopping strips. 

• Winning better cycling and walking is always 
fun, but doing the advocacy required to win isn’t. 

Yes, I know this may be a bit of shocker, but 
this T.A. advocacy stuff isn't always a glam¬ 
our parade Sometimes it's an endless series of 
setbacks and frustration. 


• One person can make 
a difference. Yes, this is 
actually true. From the 
poorest neighborhoods 
in the Bronx to afflu¬ 
ent Brooklyn Heights, I met people who, 
through great perseverance, got big trucks 
off their streets, got the police to crack 
down on speeding, won safer school cross¬ 
ings and won speed humps. 

• Winning positive change in New York City 
takes time and tenacity. This is a fundamental 
law. You cannot get around it. But ironically, 
to be effective at winning change requires 
being impatient for progress. In other words, 
you've got to want things to change now, but 
be willing to spend a lot of time fighting to 
change them. 

• T.A. is delivering results and making a differ¬ 
ence. No doubt about this one. We are deliv¬ 
ering real successes for cyclists and pedestri¬ 
ans I ike you and me 

Well, that's it for me folks. Ten years, 
fifty some issues of Transportation Alter¬ 
natives M agazine, three kids, four bikes, a 
couple of broken arms, many friendships, 
hopes, frustrations and successes later, I am 
out of here. M y thanks to T.A ,'s staff, board 
of directors, membership and many fine 
volunteers for making it a great run. 

■■I | r 1 
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■ J ohn K aehny 
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cycling News 

Release of City Planning's Queensboro 
Bridge Safety Study Badly Needed 


F or two years, the depart- 
ment of City Planning has 
been quietly studying bicy¬ 
clist safety at and access to 
the Manhattan side of the 
Queensboro Bridge, T.A. is eagerly 
awaiting the report and recommen¬ 
dations; if implemented, the changes 
would benefit the2,500 bicyclistsand | 
pedestrians who cross the bridge each § 
day, The agency conducted a similar | 
study for the Queens side of 
the bridge and Queens Plaza, 
which it shared at public 
meetings. 

A big problem on the M an- 
hattan side of the Queensboro 
Bridge is that, while 75% of 
bridge path users are traveling 
to or from west of the bridge, 
there is no direct connec¬ 
tion to the bridge from that 
direction. Bicycl ists are forced to detour four 
blocks to First Avenue 
The City provides motorists exiting the 
bridge convenient access to Second Avenue. 


75% of Queensboro Bridge 
path users travel to or from 
points west of the bridge in 
Manhattan, but all cyclists and 
pedestrians are forced east to 
First Avenue. 

The City should also give cyclists 
and pedestrians safe access to and 
from Second Avenue via 60th and 
61st Streets by installing crosswalks at the 
base of the bridge path and adding "Caution: 
Cyclists” signs on the bridge motor vehicle 
off-ramp and 60th Street. □ 


Landmarks Commission 
OKs DOT’S Oppressive 
QBB Chain Link Fence 

O N MARCH 2, THE NEW YORK CITY 

Landmarks Preservation Commission 
approved the City Department of 
T ransportati on'spl an to i nstal I aseven- 
foottall chain link fence along the entire length 
of theQueensboroBridge'spedestrian and bicy¬ 
cle path. T.A.'stwo year campaign to stop the 
DOT from fencing in this city and national 
landmark was backed by 400 N ew Y orkers who 
faxed the Landmarks Commission. T.A. made 



T.A. Unveils Plans to Improve 
GWB Access in Manhattan 



Write to: 

Amanda Burden, Director 
NYC Department of 
City Planning 
22 Reade Street 
New York, NY 10007 
nyc.gov/html/mail/html/ 
maildcp.html 


On the average weekend day, 1,500 people bike 
and walk over the George Washington Bridge. 
Many use it to connect two of the most popu¬ 
lar bike rides in the New York City area: Henry 
Hudson Drive, aka “River Road,” on the New 
Jersey side of the bridge and the Hudson River 
Greenway on the Manhattan side of the bridge. 

Since 2001, T.A. has worked to win a half- 
mile off-street greenway between the George 
Washington Bridge and “River Road” in Pali¬ 
sades Interstate Park in New Jersey. The Pali¬ 
sades Interstate Park Commission is currently 
looking for funding to build the path. 

Now, T.A. is working to improve safety 
and connections on the Manhattan side. The 
City DOT has an easy opportunity to improve 
access to the bridge path and the Hudson River 
Greenway without sacrificing parking or motor 
vehicle travel lanes. 

To improve safety going to and from the 
bridge, T.A. recommends that the City DOT: 

• Add a westbound, blue pigmented bike lane 

to the north curb of West 177th Street between 
Fort Washington and Haven Avenues. 

• Convert the west side of Cabrini Boulevard 



The DOT could create a two-way, physi¬ 
cally separated bike lane on Cabrini 
Boulevard in Manhattan without 
removing any parking. 

to a two-way, blue pigmented bicycle lane 
between West 177th and West 178th Streets. 

• Add an eastbound, blue pigmented bike 
lane to the south curb of West 178th Street 
between Cabrini Boulevard and Fort Washing¬ 
ton Avenue. 

• Add more directional signs on Riverside 
Drive and 181st Street to lead bicyclists 
between the bridge and the Hudson River 
Greenway and lower the existing signs on 
178th Street (they are currently mounted 15-20 
feet in the air). 


The DOT'S chain link fence destroys the 
Queensboro Bridge's views and historic 
character and discourages path users. 

Freedom of Information Act requests to the 
City DOT, Police Department, Law Depart¬ 
ment, the Manhattan District Attorney and 
the U .S. Coast G uard for records of people reg¬ 
ularly throwing items, including themselves, 
from the bridge. N 0 agency was able to produce 
records. Though it had no supporting evidence, 
the Coast Guard stated that, without a seven- 
foot tall chain link fence, the path presented a 
condition of "clear and present danger." 

The City of New York should encourage 
N ew Yorkers to bicycle and walk by creating 
attractive paths, including bridge crossings. The 
chain link fence planned for the Queensboro 
Bridge path will transform a breathtaking 
view into an unpleasant gauntlet. Transit and 
transportation planners know that people are 
less likely to use unattractive and unpleasant 
facilities, which means that it is likely that the 
chain link fence on the Queensboro Bridge will 
discouragepeoplefrom walking and bicycling 
across the bridge □ 
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0 pportu n ity K nocks for 
Brooklyn Bridge Connector 


ycung News 


N NOVEMBER,THECITY DOTANNOUNCED 

that it will conduct a $500,000 study 
of how to build a "fly-over" ramp 
between the Brooklyn Bridge prom¬ 
enade and Cadman Plaza in Brooklyn. This is 
great news for the 5,000 cyclists and pedes¬ 
trians who cross the bridge each day, and 
the DOT should work with Brooklyn Bor¬ 
ough President Marty Markowitz and City 
CouncilmemberDavidY assky to secu re $4-5 
million to build the ramp. 

Fortunately, there are three excellent fund¬ 
ing opportunities to build the Brooklyn 
Bridge fly-over. 

• The New York City Economic Development 
Corporation can pay for the ramp as part of 
reducing the impacts of intense new develop¬ 
ment in Downtown Brooklyn. 


• The U.S. General Services Administration can 

divert funds from its expected payout of $5+ 
mi 11 ion to the City of New York for convert¬ 
ing part of Cadman Plaza into a courthouse 
parking lot. 

• The dot can include the fly-over ramp in 
the budget for its 2008 rebuilding of the 
Brooklyn Bridge's approaches and ramps. 

It is imperative that the DOT work with 
Brooklyn elected officials to make funding 
requests for this project soon. 

The proposed ramp would provide a safe 
and convenient alternative to the currently 
horrific bridge access at the mammoth inter¬ 
section of Adams and Til I ary Streets. The 
ramp would arch over the bridge's motor 
vehicle traffic, stretching from Cadman Plaza 
East to the Washington Street stairs on the 



The DOT should work with elected 
officials to secure $4-5 million to build a 
fly-over ramp from the Brooklyn Bridge 
promenade (on left) to Cadman Plaza Park 
(background, right). 

bridge's promenade. Cyclists and walkers 
would no longer be forced to contend with a 
dozen lanes of hurried, intersecting traffic at 
the bridge entrance □ 


The DOT Half Way to Fixing Brooklyn 
Side of Manhattan Bridge Path 

Though The DOT'S new plan 
will make cycling away from the 
Brooklyn side of the Manhattan 
Bridge safer, cyclists riding to the 
bridge on Jay Street will still face 
dangerous motorized traffic. 

pedestrians use Jay Street to get to 
the bridge path. 

TheDOT should take the follow¬ 
ing steps to improve the safety of bicy¬ 
clists and pedestrians using Jay Street 
to get to the M anhattan Bridge 

• Install yellow, diamond shaped bicycle warn- 



A T THE APRIL MEETING OF BROOKLYN 

Community Board 2'sTransportation 
Committee, the City Department of 
Transportation presented its new bicy¬ 
cling and walking access plan for the Brooklyn 
side of the Manhattan Bridge. TheDOT will 
open the bridge's new bicycling- 
only path on the north side of the 
bridge in July 2004. The agency 
plans to create a new bi ke Iane on 
J ay Street from Sands to Tillary 
Streets to lead cyclists away from 
the bridge and new bike lanes on 
N avy and Sands Streets to lead 
cyclists to the bridge. 

In spite of these improvements, T. A. isstill 
concerned that motorists blindly exiting the 
bridge will strike one of the 1,000 cyclists 
and walkers using J ay Street every day. J ay 
Street is by far the most popular cycling 
and walking route to the bridge. T.A.'s2003 
Manhattan Bridge Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Safety Study found that 80% of bicycl ists and 


ingsigns on the M anhattan Bridge off-ramp 
to alert motorists exiting the bridge that 
bicydists are riding on J ay Stre^:. T hese signs 
would be even more effective if they were 
emphasized with blinking yellow beacon 
lights 

• Install shared lane pavement 
markings on Smith Street from 
Bergen Street to Fulton Street 
and on Jay Street from Ful¬ 
ton Street to Sands Street. The 
shared lane marking features a 
standard six-foot high bicycle 
symbol, but without bike lane 
stripes In Spring 2003, the DOT tested shared 
lanemarkingson a six block stretch of Universi¬ 
ty Avenuein M orris H eights in the Bronx. Both 
cyclists and the community have responded 
positively to the lane marking. 

• Convert the southbound buffered bike lane on 
Jay Street to a non-buffered bike lane and install 
a complementary northbound bicycling lane on 


WILLIAMSBURG BRIDGE 



The DOT Must Replace 
Hazardous Williamsburg 
Bridge Bumps 

The 26 metal bumps that cover expansion 
joints on the Williamsburg Bridge path are 
serious hazards to the 3,000 bicyclists and 
pedestrians who cross the bridge each day. 

They have caused numerous cyclists to lose 
control and crash and many pedestrians to 
trip. The City Department of Transportation 
should replace these dangerous hazards 
with the State DOT’S inexpensive “Armorless 
Bridge Joint System,” which fills in the expan¬ 
sion joints with elastomers—blocks of rubber 
that can compress and expand—and provides 
a smooth path over the expansion joints. 

Jay. Removing the buffer from the south¬ 
bound lane will free enough street space to 
stripe a five-foot wide bike lane on the north¬ 
bound side of Jay. 

• Study converting the southbound buffered 
bike lane on Jay Street to a physically separated, 
on-street, two-way bike lane. As part of the 
Manhattan Waterfront Greenway, the DOT 
installed a physically separated, on-street, 
two-way bike I ane at the entrance to the H ar- 
lem River Greenway at 155th Street and H ar- 
lem River Drive. □ 
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DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING 


cycling News 

Improvements Coming to 
the Hudson River Greenway 


State DOT to Improve 
Twelve I ntersections Between 
H ouston and 59th Streets 


B etween the fall of 2004 and 
the summer of 2005, the N ew York 
State Department of Transporta¬ 
tion will spend $6.5 million improv¬ 
ing cyclist and pedestrian safety on the H ud- 
son River Greenway between West Houston 
and 59th Streets in M anhattan. The agency's 
planned greenway improvements include six 
raised intersections, which will slow motorists 
astheycrossthegreenway.T.A. has been urging 
the State DOT to make safety improvements 
si nee the agency opened the path. Fortunately, 
the agency has been I isterling. 

The State DOT based many of its planned 
greenway intersection improvements on the 
success of the speed table it installed on the 
greenway at West Houston Street in Spring 
2002. The State DOT will build similar raised 
intersections at Gansevoort, Bloomfield, 15th, 
46th and 59th Streets and the Chelsea Piers’ 
Service Road. The agency will also reduce the 
size of the 24th Street intersection and redesign 
it to slow turning motorists 
The State DOT is also redesigning thesani- 



depot (14th to 16th Streets), the U SSI ntrepid 
and Passenger Ship Terminal (45th to 48th 
Streets) and the Department of Sanitation 
facility (57th to 59th Streets). 


Finally, the State DOT 
will update the greenway’s 
signs and markings to clar¬ 
ify the bicycling-only and 
walking-only paths; the 
sections shared by bikers, 
walkers and skaters; and 
where it is safe and not safe 
to pass Currently, the path's 
pedestrian and skater mark¬ 
ings are easily confused; the 
State DOT should add the 
task of clarifying these sym- 
bolsto its sign and marking 
update. The agency should 
also put up large signs near 
the Passenger Ship Termi¬ 
nal, where many out-of-town 
visitors loiter on the path, 
unaware that they are creat¬ 
ing dangerous conditions on 
the busiest greenway in the 
United States 
Unfortunately, the State 
DOT has no plans to improve 
path use safety at the N ew York W aterways and 
Circle Lineferry dri ve/v^s between 41st and 44th 
Streets at these intersections bus drivers routine 
ly cut off and endanger greenwey users The State 
DOT should redesign these intersections □ 


Over the next year; the State DOT will build raised 
crossings—like this one at,West Houston Street— 
at six intersections on the Hudson River Greenway. 




tation garage entrance and 
exit at Pier 53 (between 
Gansevoort and Bloomfield 
Streets). The agency will 
install a turn lane to allow 
garbage trucks to enter and 
exit the garage and yield to 
path users without block¬ 
ing motorized traffic or the 
greenway. 

The State DOT plans to 
widen the path next to the former MTA bus 


ieimTTrarrk 


In June, the T.A. E-Bulletin will 
announce the date of the State 
DOT'S first public workshop. Kudos 
to the State DOT for welcoming the 
public to share ideas and comments 
about improving the Hudson River 
Greenway and other greenways. 

Sign up for the T.A. E-Bulletin at 
transalt.org/e-bulletin. 


Where Are the Plans for Shore 
Parkway Greenway Connector? 



N APRIL 2003, THE DEPARTMENT OF 
City Planning unveiled its draft Shore 
Parkway Greenway Connector Master 
Plan: a combination of 
on-street bike lanes and off- 
street pathsto connect the Bay 
Ridge and Sheepshead Bay 
sections of the Shore Parkway 
Greenway in Brooklyn. The 
Department of City Plan¬ 
ning received $100,000 Fed¬ 
eral grant for the study. The 
agency's work is augmented 


City Planning's master plan will bridge the 
5-mile gap in the Shore Parkway Greenway. 

by another $100,000 Federal grant awarded 
to the City DOT to implement bike lanes and 
short paths recommended in the plan. The City 
held public and internal meetingsto review the 
project, but it has yet to announce its final plan 
for connecting the greenways. The City should 
continuethe public planning process and build 
the connector without further delay. 

The draft master plan 
presents multiple on- and 
off-street routes through 
Coney Island and Brighton 
Beach to close the Shore 
Parkway Greenway's five- 
mile gap between Bay Park¬ 
way and K napp Street. 

From Bay Parkway, the 
proposed connector follows 


Mayor Budgets $7 Million 
for Greenway Connector 

In March, City Parks Department officials 
announced that Mayor Bloomberg budgeted 
$7 million to build the Hudson River Greenway 
connector between 83rd and 91st Streets. The 
Parks Department expects to put the project 
out for bidding in fiscal year 2006, so greenway 
users should expect to be biking and walking on 
the new section in mid-2007. The 14-foot wide 
path will extend partially over the rocky river- 
bank on piers. It will give path users an uninter¬ 
rupted waterfront route through Riverside Park. 
Currently, greenway users must detour through 
Riverside Park between 83rd and 91st Streets. 

Shore Road to West 22nd Street and continues 
onto a new path built by H ome Depot along 
Coney Island Creek. A new bicycle and pedes¬ 
trian bridge would take greenway users over the 
creek to N eptune Avenue The route continues 
on Neptune and Emmons Avenues and links to 
the existing greenway path at Knapp Street. □ 


I £1 rn ih 


Write to the Department of City 
Planning and ask it to release the 
final plan for the Shore Parkway 
Greenway Connector Master Plan. 

Amanda Burden, Director 
NYC Department of City Planning 
22 Reade Street 
New York, NY 10007 
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lycling News 




8th Avenue in Manhattan needs a bike 
lane between 14th and 59th Streets 
to connect existing lanes to the south 
on Hudson Street and to the north on 
Central Park West and St. Nicholas Av. 


D eK al b Ave and Sands St 

• Sands St, eastbound from N avy to J ay St 

• jay st, southbound from Sands to Tillary 

• Boerum pi, southbound from Atlantic Ave¬ 
nue to Bergen St 

• 3rd Ave, southbound from 3rd to 15th St 

The DOT will also add signed bike routes 
(no on-street markings) to Dekalb Avenue, 
westbound from H all to Cumberland Streets 
and Smith Street, northbound from Ber¬ 
gen to Fulton Streets, On these streets, and 
on J ay Street (see page 5) the agency should 
install shared lane pavement markings. This 
marking features a standard six-foot high 
bicydesymbol, but without bike lane stripes. 
The symbols make motorists more aware of 
cyclists and are an easy way to connect bike 
lanes and paths The DOT should also install 
directional signs to connect the new and 
existing lanes, particularly between the Ber¬ 
gen and Clinton Streets 
bike lanes and the Henry 
and Dean Streets lanes. 

The Myrtle and Third 
Avenue, and Sands and 
Jay Street lanes are one¬ 
way bike lanes on two- 
way streets, and the DOT 
should install directional 
arrows in them. Bicycling 
against traffic is illegal and dangerous; head- 
on collisions are more likely to result in serious 
injury or death. Motorists* pedestrians and bicy¬ 
clists do not expect wrong-way traffic. □ 


DOT Pondering 8th 
Avenue Bike Lane 

D uring the fall, winter and 
spring, the Department 
of Transportation counted 
traffic on M anhattan's 8th Avenue 
The agency is trying to decide whether or 
not to stripe a new bicycle lane between 14th 
Street and Columbus Circle 

Community Boards 4 and 5 
and 550 cyclists echoed T.A.'s 
request that the DOT add a bike 
I ane to i m prove safety and con¬ 
nect the existing Hudson Street 
and Central Park West lanes 
The new 8th Avenue bike 
lane would tame motor vehi¬ 
cle traffic, improve safety 
for cyclists, pedestrians and 
motorists and reduce sidewalk cycling. It 
wou I d al so create a nearl y conti nuou s ei g ht- 
mile on-street bike lane from TriBeCa to 
Washington H eights. □ 


l fl T ro i v 


Write to the DOT and ask the 
agency to stripe the 8th Avenue 
bike lane. 

Iris Weinshall, Commissioner 
NYC Department of Transportation 
40 Worth Street 
New York, NY 10013 


Downtown Brooklyn's 
Bu rgeon i ng Bicycle N etwork 


T hanks to the city dot's planned 
bike lanes and signed routes in 
Downtown Brooklyn, the area will 
soon have N ew York City’s most 
connected neighborhood bicycle network. 
The City plans to add seven bike lanes in 
Fort Greene, Downtown Brooklyn and Park 
SI ope i n J u ne. T hese new I anes wi 11 be a boon 
to bicyclists because they will connect with 
each other, existing lanes and the Manhat¬ 
tan Bridge path. Congratulations to the City 
DOT for creating this great bike network. 


New Bike Lanes 

• Myrtle Ave, eastbound from Flatbush to 
Washington Ave 

• DeKalb Ave, westbound from Cumberland 
St to Flatbush Ave 

• Ashland Pi/Navy st, two-way between 


BIKE LANES 


DOT Adopts Five Foot Bike Lane Standard 



LAST SUMMER, CITY DOT OFFICIALS CON- 

firmed that the agency will no longer cre¬ 
ate bike lanes narrower than five feet wide. 
Experts believe that five feet is the mini¬ 
mum bike lane width that cyclists need to 
ride safely in traffic and to avoid hazards 
such as opening car doors and potholes. 
W hile it is good that the City adopted 
this national standard, the DOT and the 


The DOT rightly adopted a 5-foot 
standard width for bike lanes. Anything 
less, like this one on 6th Avenue in 
Manhattan, is dangerously narrow. 

Department of City Planning should study 
the efficacy of the bike lane designs in use 
in the city. Currently, the agencies do not 
know which bike lane design works best to 
reduce bicycle crashes and encourage more 
people to bicycle. 

Five feet is the standard minimum width 
for bike lanes next to on-street parking in 
the United States. Open car doors completely 
block bike lanes that are less than five feet 
wide. Since "dooring” is the most common 
cause of cycling crashes in N ew York City, it 
is necessary to design bike lanes that are wide 
enough for cyclists to maneuver around open 
and opening car doors and other obstacles. □ 



Disappearing Lanes 

The bike lane no longer exists on Central 
Park West in Manhattan. And, so far, months 
of calling 311 have not made it reappear. 

The hard 2003-2004 winter exacted a toll 
on New York City’s bike lanes. Snow, salt 
and plows stripped away bike lane striping 
and symbols and created potholes. The City 
should replace lane markings and repair pot¬ 
holes as part of routine seasonal bike lane 
inspection and maintenance. 
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eclaiming the Streets 


After Brooklyn Boys' Deaths, Electeds 
and DOT AnswerT.A. Call for Action 


O N FEBRUARY 9 TH, 10 YEAR OLD 
J uan Estrada and eleven year old 
Victor Flores were crossing at the 
intersection of Third Avenue and 
N inth Street in Brooklyn on their way home 
from school when they were killed by a driver 
turning his 10 wheeler truck on to Third Ave¬ 
nue. The boys were crossing with thelight. 

The tragedy was further intensified by the 
fact that the N ew York City Department of 
Transportation and its consultants had already 
identified the intersection of Third Avenue 
and N inth Street as dangerous in their 2003 
Downtown Brooklyn Traffic Calming project. 
The City DOT had also included the installa¬ 
tion of a Leading Pedestrian Interval (LPI) at 
the intersection as its second item on a list of 34 
short term pedestrian safety measures in a July 
29, 2003 memo to area civic and community 
groups The DOT had already installed other 
LPIsfrom this Iist, including one at the inter¬ 
section of H icks Street and Atlantic Avenue, 
before the boys were ki I led. 

In addition, the City DOT had included a 
diagram and written recommendation for an 
©(tension of the sidewalk, called a neckdown, 
at the corner wherethe truck driver killed the 
boys in the agency's 2003 Downtown Brook¬ 
lyn Traffic Calming Study. But cuts in the 
DOT’S capital budget will prevent the agency 
from building theseneckdownsuntil 2009. 

I n the aftermath of the boy's deaths, T.A. and 
civic groups urged the Department of Trans- 
portation and local elected officials especially 
CouncilmembersDiBlasioand Gonzalez, toad: 


T.A. Helps Hell’s Kitchen Group 
Tackle Traffic, Pedestrian Safety 

Earlier this year, the Hell’s Kitchen Neigh¬ 
borhood Association reached out to Trans¬ 
portation Alternatives for recommendations 
for traffic calming and restoring quality of 
life to its traffic beleaguered neighborhood 
nearthe Lincoln Tunnel. In Hell's Kitchen, a 
glut of motor vehicle traffic heading for the 
tunnel backs up from 34th Street to 59th 
Street and clogs the vibrant commercial and 
residential strip of Ninth Avenue. Drivers 
routinely run red lights, bully pedestrians in 
crosswalks and honk incessantly. Residents 
report that these conditions have grown 
worse in recent years, and have become an 
everyday problem. 

T.A. is now working with the group to help 
improve pedestrian safety in their neighbor- 



Although these are positive steps, the Downtown Brooklyn 
Traffic Calming Study cited over 100 deadly intersections as 
in need of pedestrian safety improvements 


to prevent similar future tragedies: 

1. Immediately install a Leading Pedestrian 
Interval at Third Avenue and Ninth Street.StatuS: 
The DOT installed an LPI at the intersection 
a few weeks after the crash. 

2. Fast track the construction of the neckdowns 
for Third and Fourth Avenues that the agency 
recommended in its Downtown Brooklyn Traf¬ 
fic Calming study. Stdtus: T he D OT advanced 
the construction of neckdowns at the location 
from 2009 to 2006. The agency also secured 
$4 million for neckdowns, extended medians 



Residents of Hell's Kitchen in 
Manhattan are fed up with the City's 
treatment of their neighborhood as an 
auto sacrifice zone. 

hood through such measures as neckdowns, 
leading pedestrian intervals and banning 
left turns. 


corners and other engineering improvements 
on Third and Fourth Avenues in Brooklyn. 

4. Move ahead with the DOT’S delayed Safe Routes 
to Schools project, which creates better walk¬ 
ing conditions around New York City schools. 

Status: On March 1, 2004, the DOT publicly 
launched its Safe Routes to School program at 
a city council hearing on traffic safety around 
schools. Shortly after the DOT's announcement, 
Congressman Jerry Nadler allocated $3 million 
in Federal transportation funds to the DOT 
program and Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez 
earmarked $600,000. 

Although these are positive steps, the 
Downtown Brooklyn Traffic Calming Study 
cited over 100 deadly intersections as in need 
of pedestrian safety improvements, including 
the notorious Tillary and Adams Streets and 
Flatbush and Atlantic Avenues intersections. 
It remains to be seen whether the DOT will 
implement the recommended neckdowns, 
raised crosswalks and other safety improve¬ 
ments at these scary intersections. Transpor- 
tation Alternatives joins with Brooklyn civic 
groups and elected officials in urging theCity 
Department of Transportation to fast track 
all of the recommendations in the Downtown 
Brooklyn Study, and to build the safest and 
most effective traffic calming methods pos¬ 
sible. These measures will reduce speeding, 
rationalize traffic, give pedestrians much 
needed space and, most importantly, prevent 
more tragic and senseless deaths. □ 
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Reclaiming the Streets 

A Tal e of Two Streets 

“The first thing is keeping our citizens from getting killed on the roads. 

I think economic impact is way down the list.” 

-MAYOR MIKE BLOOMBERG ON QUEENS BOULEVARD SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS, APRIL 2004 

“We have to bring Houston Street up to standards. This includes removing 
median tips and bell bollards to accommodate turning cars and trucks.” 

- REPRESENTATIVE OF THE NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO MANHATTAN COMMUNITY BOARD 2, JANUARY 2004 



Pedestrian Safety in New York City: The Tale of Two Streets 

HOUSTON STREET 

QUEENS BOULEVARD 

The DOT: “Moving cars comes first” 

The Mayor: “Pedestrian safety comes first” 

Remove tips of pedestrian islands 

Install new tips on pedestrian islands 

Remove bollards 

Install bollards 

No Leading Pedestrian Intervals 

More Leading Pedestrian Intervals 

Shrink median island to create turn lanes 

Expand median island for pedestrian space 

No change in pedestrian crossingtimes 

Increase in pedestrian crossingtimes 

Sidewalk widening 

No sidewalk widening 

New, raised, planted median 

New, raised, planted median 

New anti-jaywalking fence 

New anti-jaywalking fence 


T .A. APPLAUDS MAYOR BLOOMBERG 

for clearly putting the lives and 
safety of pedestrians on Queens 
Boulevard in Queens before 
the flow of motorized traffic. In 
April, the mayor shrugged off sharp criti¬ 
cism from small businesses in Sunnyside, 
Queens for backing planned pedestrian safety 
improvements on the west end of the bou¬ 
levard. The City’s planned improvements 
include blocking side street motorized traffic 
from crossing the Queens Boulevard median 
beneath elevated stops of the 7 train and 
building tips onto the median island so that 
pedestrians have a protected space to stand 
and wait while crossing the wide street. 

Given that the mayor has publicly pro¬ 
nounced his support for pro-safety, pro-pedes¬ 
trian measures, it is hard to understand what 
the City Department of Transportation is 
attempting to do on West H ouston Street in 
M anhattan. The agency, which is reconstruct¬ 
ing the street for a water main project, recently 
told the community around West Houston 
Street that it intended to remove the pedes¬ 
trian median islands and truck-stopping "bell 
bollards" and replace them with new turn¬ 
ing lanes The DOT'S proposed plan would be 
radical step backwards for street safety; it would 
sacrifice pedestrian safety to increase H ouston's 
car and truck carrying capacity. 

"Median tips," which the DOT is install¬ 
ing on Queens Boulevard, protect pedestrians 
waiting to cross the street, slow down turn¬ 
ing motorists and reduce the chances that a 
turning motorist will strike the pedestrian 

Good Parts of the DOT’S 
Houston Street Plan 

The DOT’S plan to remove the tips of the 
median pedestrian islands and bell bollards 
on Houston Street is utterly wrongheaded. 

But the agency’s plan to widen the sidewalk 
on the south side of the street and install 
a raised and planted median, like that on 
Upper Broadway in Manhattan and Queens 
Boulevard, makes sense for pedestrians. 


in the crosswalk. So-called bell bollards are 
designed to deflect turning truck drivers 
from damaging the median or striking peo¬ 
plewaiting on the median. 

The DOT says that Houston Street must be 
brought "up to standard" as part of the agency's 
street reconstruction. But there are no national, 
state or city standards that require the agency 
to remove the H ouston Street pedestrian safety 
islands or add left turn bays. I n fact, the oppo¬ 
site is true. The Federal H ighway Administra¬ 
tion's (FHWA) Flexibility in H ighway Design 
says that local traffic engineers should pay close 
attention to the needs and safety of pedestrians 
It points to H ouston Street's neighbor, the West 
Side H ighway/Route 9A, which has numerous 
median tips, as a model of "world class design." 


The FHWA book highlights the importance of 
"accommodating pedestrian movements" and 
keeping pedestrian crossing distances short. 

Meanwhile, across the East River, the DOT 
has proposed a pragmatic plan for taming 
Queens Boulevard, where drivers have killed 
84 and wounded thousands of pedestrians 
since 1994. The DOT'S plan includes, among 
many other improvements, installing and 
extending median tips and protecting them 
with bollards— exactly what the agency says 
it must remove from H ouston Street. 

The DOT should heed the mayor's words 
and put pedestrian safety first on every major 
street in New York City, not just where the 
harsh glare of publicity has shamed the City 
into action. □ 
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are schools 

DOT Launches Safe 
Routes to School 


H uge W i n for K ids, C ity, T.A.! 


THREE STEPS TO SAFE SCHOOLS 



The DOT’S Safe Routes to School project has 

three steps: 

1. Survey and map conditions and crashes 
around all 1,357 New York City schools. 

2. Identify 135 schools with the worst 
pedestrian safety problems. 

3. Pick 32 priority schools for traffic calming 
street engineering in 2004 and 2005. 


Safe Routes to School programs are popular. 
Bronx Borough President, Adolfo Carrion, 
cuts the ribbon on a new school speed hump. 







S INCE 1996, T.A. HAS 
been encouraging the 
New York City Depart¬ 
ment of Transportation 
to launch a Safe Routes 
to School pedestrian safety and 
traffic calming program. Being 
struck by an automobile is the 
I eadi ng cause of preventable i nj ury 
and death for children 5 to 14 in 
N ew Y ork City. N ow, two years 
after hiring the RBA Group as a 
consultant, and after one year of 
data gathering, Commissioner Iris 
W einshall publicly unveiled the 
DOT’S long awaited Safe Routes 
to School program in a February 
announcement. 

The DOT, through its consul¬ 
tant, the New York-based RBA 
Group, has already inspected 
more than 1,400 public and pri¬ 
vate schools and noted and cor¬ 
rected any deficiencies with traf¬ 
fic controls. It has also assessed 
the traffic safety records at these 
schools and identified 135 "prior¬ 
ity" school locations for in-depth 
treatment. RBA will survey prin¬ 
cipals, teachers, pupil sand parents 
at these 135 locations, which total 
156 different schools, to pinpoint the traffic 
hazards children are confronting near their 
schools. Once it finishes collecting the data, 
RBA will suggest a series of traffic safety 
improvements, including, but not limited to 


sidewalk widening, installation of raised cen¬ 
ter medians and changes to street design and 
traffic. 

T.A. strongly supports the DOT'S Safe 
Routes to School program and heartily 


applauds Commissioner Weinshall’s state¬ 
ment that, "Children who walk to and from 
these schools deserve extra protection on 
our streets, and we are going to ensure that 
they get it." □ 


Safe Routes to School Timeline 


1930s New York City intro¬ 
duces car-free "play streets 11 
on streets adjacent to schools 
during class hours. 

1950s & 1960s The 

street department creates 
school safety plans for all 


1,300 city schools. The plans 
map crosswalks and traffic 
signs and indicate recom¬ 
mended walking routes. 

1995 T.A. writes to the 
City of Odensee, Denmark 
to find out more about their 


Safe Routes to School traf¬ 
fic calming program, which 
was started in 1976 and used 
community participation to 
map out primary routes to 
school throughout the city. 
The program saw an 
amazing 85% reduction in 
the number of child/auto 
crashes. 


1995-1996 Being 

hit by a car is the number 
one cause of death for 
children aged 5 to 14 in 
New York City. T.A. advocates 
to elected and agency 
officials and community 
groups about saving lives by 
providing safe routes 
to school. 


1997 T.A. receives fund¬ 
ing from the New York State 
Governor’s Traffic Safety 
Committee for a Bronx Safe 
Routes to School program in 
New York City. 

1997 T.A.’s The Bronx Safe 
Routes to School program 
kicks off. The program is the 
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T.A. Bronx Program Shows Way 


m * 


Crossing guards, like this 
one in Ft. Greene, Brooklyn, 
are great while they are 
on duty, but traffic calming 
devices are on duty all day, 
every day. 



ROM 1996 TO 2000, T.A.’S THE 
Bronx Safe Routes to School pro¬ 
gram introduced the 
Safe Routes to School 
concept to New York City 
through work at 38 Bronx 
schools, The project showed 
the City how to do the com¬ 
munity education, planning 
and consensus building need¬ 
ed to generate strong support 
for traffic calming around 
schools. T.A.'s project generated 
strong public interest and support from 


the Bronx delegation to the city council. 
In April 1998, political support for T.A.'s 
Safe Routes to Schools pro¬ 
gram inspired then DOT Com¬ 
missioner Dick Malchow to 
tell the city council that he 
was launching a $50 to $80 
million, four year plan to cre¬ 
ate traffic calmed safety zones 
around all 1,300 New York 
City public schools. It has taken 
six years for the current DOT 
Commissioner, IrisWeinshall, to get the pro¬ 
gram off the ground. □ 




Bronx Safe Routes 
to School 


NadlerWins $3 
Million for Safe 
Routes to School, 
Doubles Funding 

M A N H ATTA N CON GR ESSM A N 

J errold N adler secured $3 
million in Federal transpor¬ 
tation funding for the City 
DOT'S Safe Routes to School program 
shortly after the DOT'S public launch of 
the program. 

N adler, a long-time champion of walk¬ 
ing, bicycling and sensible transportation 
is the most 
senior N ew 
York City repre¬ 
sentative on the 
H ouse Trans- 
portation and 
Infrastructure 
Committee. 

Before N a- 
dler's funding, 
the DOT had 
$1.9 million in 
state funds for 
traffic calm¬ 
ing around 
schools. Now, with his funds, and $600,000 
from Brooklyn and Queens Congresswoman 
Nydia Velazquez, the DOT will have $5.5 
million to spend. This will allow the DOT 
to complete pedestrian safety engineering 
around 22 schools at an average of $250,000 
per school. 

T.A. has urged the DOT to seek $5 
million a year for 20 years, a total of 
$100 million, for Safe Routes to School 
construction. Brooklyn and Queens 
Congressman Anthony Weiner has also 
requested $15 million in Federal funds 
for Safe Routes to School, but this fund¬ 
ing is thought to be less assured than 
the other funding. □ 



Congressman Jerry 
Nadler represents the 
west side of Manhattan 
and part of Brooklyn. 


first of its kind in the United 
States and is sponsored by 
The Bronx Borough Presi¬ 
dent, Fernando Ferrer, and 
funded by the Governor’s 
Traffic Safety Council. The 
program creates an inclusive 
process in which students, 
parents, teachers and princi¬ 
pals join together to identify 


walking routes and danger¬ 
ous locations. Engineers and 
planners plan and install 
changes in signage, signal 
timing and traffic calming 
methods to create safe walk¬ 
ing routes. Ultimately, 38 
Safe Routes to School plans 
are developed at Bronx pri¬ 
mary and middle schools. 


1998 Prodded by Bronx 
councilmembers, Depart¬ 
ment of Transportation 
Commissioner Richard Mal¬ 
chow tells the City Council 
Transportation Committee 
that he is prepared to spend 
$50 to $80 million over four 
years to create traffic calmed 
safety zones around all 1,300 


New York City public schools. 
Malchow is fired a few 
months later, but some form 
of the Safe Routes program 
continues to percolate inside 
the City Department of Trans¬ 
portation. 

1999 The New York City 
Traffic Calming Law passes. 


The law allows the 
City Department of 
Transportation to design 
streets for speeds as low 
as 15 mph using traffic calm¬ 
ing devices. 

2000 In an unprecedent¬ 
ed show of support, all eight 
city councilmembers in The » 
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T he city department of transpor- 
tation'sSafeRoutesto School program 
is a major test for Commissioner Iris 
W einshall and her traffic engineers. 
The big question is, which DOT is going to 
show up to run the program? W ill it be the 
one that rebuffs parents seeking speed humps 
or other solutions to speeding and dangerous 
driving around their schools (see page 23)? Or, 
will it betheonethat has built new medians on 
Queens Boulevard (seepage9), and that calmed 
traffic and widened sidewalks in H erald Square 
and Times Square? 

It is hard to know. At the M arch 1st City 
Council hearing on traffic safety around 
schools, DOT officials unveiled the Safe Routes 
to School program. But they then proceeded 
to anger the City Council by announcing 
arbitrary new criteria that would make it just 
about impossibleto get speed humps installed. 
Given the very high profile of the Safe Routes to 
School program, it makes sense politically, and 
would be good policy, for the DOT to use the 
full toolbox of traffic calming measures at the 
32 schools initially selected for extensive traf¬ 
fic re-engineering. The DOT'S goal for its Safe 
Routesto School program should be to reduce 
deaths and injuries and make streets feel more 
congenial and inviting to pedestrians 

The Safe Routes to School 
Traffic Calming Toolbox 

There are three fundamental ways to traffic 


calm a street. They are often used together 
in different combinations. All approaches 
are intended to slow motorists to create a 
better balance on the street between the 
safety and comfort of pedestrians, bicyclists 
and motorists. 

1. Modify traffic signal timing: Leading Pedes¬ 
trian Intervals, longer crossing times, signals 
timed to slow traffic 

2. Humps: Speed humps, raised intersections, 
raised crosswalks 

3. Changes in the width of the roadway, and/or 
traffic lanes: N eckdowns, sidewalk widenings, 
medians, mini-roundabouts 

The Traffic Calmed School: 
Safer and More Inviting 
Walking; 

Traffic calming toolsareused together in dif¬ 
ferent combinations. 

Side streets around schools: 15 mph zones 
enforced with 4" mid-block speed humps and 
4" raised crosswalks, especially near school 
entrances 

Side street intersections: Raised intersections, 
neckdownsand mini roundabouts 

Arterial intersections: Leading Pedestrians 
Intervals, raised medians with protected 
pedestrian refuge, extended crossing times 
and neckdowns. □ 


Speed Humps Sharply 
Reduce Risk of Kids 
Being Struck and Injured 
by Motorists 

A comprehensive five year study by a team 
of Oakland, California doctors has found that 
children living on blocks with speed humps 
have a 53% to 60% lower chance of being 
injured or killed by motorists. This result 
is no surprise to T.A. For many years, we 
have strenuously advocated for more speed 
humps in New York City, especially around 
schools. 

The study, “A Matched Case-Control 
Study Evaluating the Effectiveness of 



Speed Humps in Reducing Child Pedestrian 
Injuries” is featured in the April 2004 Amer¬ 
ican Journal of Public Health. The study is 
particularly important because it is one of 
the few rigorous analyses performed in the 
United States on the effectiveness of speed 
humps in reducing pedestrian deaths and 
injuries. The doctors who conducted the 
study scrutinized emergency room records 
for five years and carefully mapped crash 
and speed hump locations, while correct¬ 
ing for income disparities between victims. 
The speed hump study was funded by the 
Oakland Pedestrian Safety Project, which 
is part of the city’s economic development 
and planning agency. 

The project’s work has led to a sharp 
decline in Oakland’s pedestrian deaths 
and injuries. Oakland, which has a popu¬ 
lation of 400,000 people, installed 1,600 
speed humps between 1995 and 2000. 
New York City, which has a population of 
8.1 million people, has about 800 speed 
humps. 


Bronx write Mayor Giuliani to 
call for speedy construction of 
Safe Routes to School pedes¬ 
trian safety plans. 

2000 Safe Routes to 
School programs catch fire 
across the nation. The House 


of Representatives’ Commit¬ 
tee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure pilots Safe 
Routes to School traffic calm¬ 
ing programs in Chicago, 
Illinois and Marin County, 
California. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven¬ 


tion also publishes a guide 
to promoting Safe Routes to 
School initiatives. In Califor¬ 
nia, legislation mandating 
that one third of the federal 
money given to the state for 
transportation safety, which 
totals about $20 million per 


year, go towards traffic calm¬ 
ing measures around schools. 

2001 The New York City 
Department of Transportation 
seeks a consultant to manage 
its $2.5 million Safe Routes 
to School program to improve 


safety around schools in all 
parts of the city. The DOT’S 
contract is clearly influenced 
by T.A.’s The Bronx Safe 
Routes to School program. 

2001 TA’s The Bronx Safe 
Routes to School program ends. 
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Safe Routes M ust U se Street 
Design to EncourageWalking 



New York City has the 
highest rate of kids 
walking to school in the 
nation. The DOT should 
use traffic calming 
to encourage kids to 
continue to walk. 


IVEN THE SOARING RATES OF 

childhood obesity in New York 
City, it is important that the 
New York City Department of 
Transportation's Safe Routes to School pro¬ 
gram must be more than a traffic safety pro¬ 
gram. It must be a program to re-engineer 
streets around schools so that kids and their 
parents are encouraged to walk to school 
to attend class and to play after school and on 
weekends. Many conventional traffic safety 
improvements do little to reduce the hostile 
feel of city streets. For instance, anti-jaywalk- 
ing fencing may stop people from getting hit 


by motorists, but unless it 
is accompanied by more and 
better designed pedestrian 
crossings, it does not encour¬ 
age people to walk more. 

This is why good urban design is a key 
part of making N ew York City's Safe Routes 
to School a success. The well-designed street 
should be an invitation for people to take a 
walk with their kids. For example, a compre¬ 
hensive response to turning motorists men¬ 
acing parents and their kids as they walk to 
school is liberally installing neckdownsand 
raised crosswalks around schools because 
these devices slow turning motorists and 
emphasize the pedestrian's right-of-way. The 
point of traffic calming is both to reduce 
the number of kids being struck and to get 
more kids walking, more often. □ 


The DOT Creates 
“Walk-to-School” 
Encouragement Program 

The City Department of Transportation has 
hired The Sam Schwartz Company to organize 
“Walk to School” programs at five demonstra¬ 
tion schools that the agency will choose from 
the 135 locations targeted for safety improve¬ 
ments. At these five schools, the DOT will meet 
with parents and school officials to develop 
programs to make walking safer and more 
appealing to children. This Walk to School pro¬ 
gram is federally funded with $281,250. 

In the Bronx, T.A. organized “Walk to School 
Days” in the late 1990s to draw attention to 
The Bronx Safe Routes to School program. 
Walk to School programs are also sponsored 



nationally by the Centers for Disease Control 
as part of their efforts to reduce obesity by 
encouraging kids to be more active. 



State Laws Give NYC DOT 
Power to Traffic Calm Streets 

T WO NEW YORK STATE LAWS GIVE 

the New York City Department of 
Transportation the full authority to 
design streets around schools for speeds 
as low as 15 mph. These laws supercede 
all N ew York City rules and regulations. 
However, these laws do not require the 
DOT to use traffic calming; they only 
allow it to. For the complete text of these 
laws, seetransalt.org. 

The New York State School Speed Limit Law 

(Vehicle and Traffic Laws Title 8, Article 39, 
Section 1643, Paragraph 26) allows the New 
York City DOT to establish speed limits as 
low as 15 mph on streets within 1,320 feet 
of a school. 

The New York City Traffic Calming Law (Vehicle 
and Traffic Laws, Title 8, Article 39, Section 
1642, Paragraph 26) allows the New York City 
DOT to design streets for speeds as low as 15 
mph through the use of traffic calming devices 
Those streets with traffic calming devices can 
have thei r speed I i mits set as low as 15 mph and 
be signed accordingly. □ 


2002 The City Depart¬ 
ment of Transportation hires 
a consulting team for its Safe 
Routes to School program. 

2003 T.A. launches our 
Safe Routes for Seniors pro¬ 
gram. Using the momentum 


and lessons of The Bronx 
Safe Routes to School, 

T.A. starts a major new five 
year program to improve 
walking conditions and 
safety for seniors in Man¬ 
hattan north of noth Street. 
The New York State Depart¬ 


ment of Health’s “Healthy 
Heart Program” provides 
funding and support. T.A. 
operates the program in 
cooperation with the Colum¬ 
bia Presbyterian Medical 
Center and Mailman School 
of Public Health, 


2004 The New York 
City Department of 
Transportation publicly 
reveals its Safe Routes 
to School program to the City 
Council. The program will: 

1. Survey and map conditions 
and crashes around all 1,357 


New York City schools. 

2. Identify 135 schools with 
the worst pedestrian safety 
problems. 

3. Pick 32 priority schools 
for traffic calming street 
engineering in 2004 and 
2005. 
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afe Streets 


Deadly Driver Laws 
Nixed by State Assembly 



Daily News reveals 
that only 14% of killer 
drivers arecharged. 
Assembly does not care. 

A S WE WENT TO PRESS IN EARLY' 

may, Albany insiders were report¬ 
ing that the package of "Deadly 
Drivers" legislation championed by 
the governor isdead in the State Assembly. 
Late last year, the D aily N ews reported that 
between 2000 and 2002, motorists killed 
580 N ew York City pedestrians, but only 
80 motorists were charged with a crime. 

I n response to the newspaper's "Save a Life, 
Change the Law" campaign, Governor Patii- 
ki proposed new laws that would hold killer 
drivers accountable for their actions. Pros¬ 
ecutors interviewed by the N ews confirmed 
T.A.’s long-time assertion that state I C.W 
makes it almost impossible for prosecutor 
to convict even the most reckless killer driv¬ 
ers. According to Brooklyn District Attorney 
Maureen McCormick, under existing law, 
killer driver cases "are as heartbreaking as 
they are difficult to prove." 

Unfortunately, the State Assembly and 
its leader, Sheldon Silver, show no inter¬ 
est in holding deadly drivers account- 


islation turned into a farce; 
Assembly members defused 
an emotional plea for action 
by Brooklyn Assistant District 
Attorney Maureen McCor¬ 
mick with a lengthy discussion 
about obscure legal procedures 
for handling evidence in Mas¬ 
sachusetts and New Hamp¬ 
shire. 

The Governor’s deadly driver 
reform package would have: 

• Removed the District 
Attorney's burden of prov¬ 
ing criminal negligence when 
a driver under the influence 
seriously injures or kills 
someone, flees from a cop or 
violates traffic laws and has 
ai history of infractions. 

• Given consecutive sentences 
to drivers who kill or seriously 
injure more than one person. 

• Boosted top penalties for 
dKddly liit-dnd-run drivers from four to 
seven years in prison. 

• Cracked down on unlicensed drivers by 
requiring them to be fingerprinted, which 
would have made it harder for them to get 
new licenses under phony names. 

• Revoked licenses of drivers who break traf¬ 

fic laws and kill or seriously injure another 
person in the process. □ 


dblti. fllbttidd uf lltidliliy tllti yuvtil IIUI’b 

package as the beginning of a negotiat¬ 
ing process and making a counter pro¬ 
posal, the Assembly has decided to stall 
and undermine laws that would start 
making killer drivers responsible for 
their actions. A February 27th Assem¬ 
bly hearing in New York City that was 
supposed to address killer driver leg- 


Taxi Fare Hike Approved 

Higher Pay Means Safer Cab Drivers 


In late March, the New York City Taxi and Lim¬ 
ousine Commission (TLC) unanimously voted 
to raise the base taxi fare from $2 to $2.50 and 
increase the fee from 30 cents to 40 cents for 
one-fifth of a mile of travel. T.A. strongly backed 
the hike at TLC hearings and in the news media. 
New York City taxi fares are at a 35 year low 
when adjusted for inflation. 

Raising taxi fares will help to increase public 
safety. T.A.’s recent report, “Higher Pay, Safer 
Cabbies: The Relationship between Driver 
Incomes and Taxi Crashes in New York City” 
found a strong relationship between taxicab 
crash rates and driver incomes. Higher driver 
incomes are associated with lower driver 


crash rates. Taxi drivers who are under greater 
financial pressure tend to work longer hours 
and therefore become more fatigued and more 
likely to make mistakes that cause deadly 
crashes. In 1999, the last year for which data is 
available, cab drivers were involved in 16% of 
all injury crashes in Manhattan. Citywide, cab 
drivers injured 4,478 people in 1999, including 
1,005 pedestrians and bicyclists. 

Better paid drivers will help make cabs safer. 
However, the TLC should adopt many more 
cab safety measures. T.A. has recommended 
to the Taxi and Limousine Commission that it 
address speeding with devices such as a speed 
governor on engines, speed recording devices 



The new rider information sticker in 
taxis features T.A.-designed “Look for 
Cyclists” message. 


or external lights that illuminate when a cab 
exceeds 30 mph. T.A. also asked to the TLC to 
ban “bull bars” from the front end of cabs. Such 
attachments dramatically increase the likeli¬ 
hood that a cyclist or pedestrian will be seri¬ 
ously injured or killed in a crash. 
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State Assembly Speaker Remains H ostile 
to Bicycleand Pedestrian Safety Laws 





Speaker of the State 
Assembly, Sheldon 
Silver, has stymied 
red light and speed 
. camera legislation 
\ that could stop r 
deadly crashes 
like this one on the 
Upper West Side of 
Manhattan. 





HY DOES SHELDON 

Silver, the Speak¬ 
er of the State 
Assembly, have 
such a big problem with popu¬ 
lar traffic safety tools like red 
light cameras, speed cameras 
and tougher penalties for kill¬ 
er drivers? More than 80% of 
the households in his crowded 
district on the southern tip of 
Manhattan do not own a car, and ms dis¬ 
trict has hundreds of serious bicycle and 
pedestrian crashes a year. Y et, as we go to 
press, Silver continues to drag his feet on 
passing the extension of N ew York City's 
red light camera program and its expan¬ 
sion from 50 to 100 cameras. Meanwhile, 
legislation permitting N ew York City to 
use speed enforcement cameras continues 
to go nowhere despite its able champions, 
Assembly Member Deborah Glick and 



State Senator Frank Padavan. 
There is overwhelming evidence 
that red light and speed cam¬ 
eras work, and the State Senate 
has passed both bills. Yet Silver 
persists in opposing them with¬ 
out explanation. 

A newcomer to Silver’s parade 
of thwarted bicycle and pedes¬ 
trian safety measures is the 
governor's package of bills 
that would hold killer driv¬ 
ers accountable. Albany 
insiders say that the gov¬ 
ernor’s proposal is as dead 
as a pedestrian struck by a 
speeding, unlicensed driv¬ 
er who beat the red light. 

Let Sheldon Silver know 
that you support red light and speed cam¬ 
eras and that you want to be able to walk 
and bicycle without worry. □ 


Assembly Member 
Sheldon Silver 
250 Broadway, Suite 2307 
New York, NY 10007 
speaker@ assembly, 
state.ny.us 


Life Saving NYC Red 
Light Cameras on 
Verge of Disappearing 

R ed light running is a deadly 
problem in New York City. Reck- 
iess motorists run over one million 
red lights a day and red light run¬ 
ners injure and kill hundreds each year. Yet, 
the City Department of Transportation’s 50 
red light cameras will disappear at the end of 
this year unless the State Assembly finally 
approves an extension of the program. The 
cameras have overwhelming popular support, 
including 89% of N ew York AAA members, 
the mayor, the city council, all five borough 
presidents and the N ew Y ork State Senate. 
Despite this support, direct pleas from the 
mayor and the City DOT commissioner and 
thousands of faxes from T.A. members and 
the concerned public, Assembly Speaker Shel¬ 
don Silver has treated the red light camera pro¬ 
gram as a negotiating chit that the mayor hasto 
cash in return for making concessions to Silver 
on unrelated issues I ike the city’s I oft laws and 
rent stabilization. 

Red light cameras work. A huge pile of 
evidence from around the world and in New 
York City shows that the cameras reduce 
crashes and injuries. In New 
York City, red light cameras 
have reduced pedestrian inju¬ 
ries by 19%, overall injuries 
by 10% and crashes by 40% 
over a six year period at 60 
locations. A 2002 study by 
the Insurance Institute for 
H ighway Safety found similar results in 
California, where red light cameras reduced 
crashes at i ntersections by 46%. □ 
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Speed Cameras Could Have Prevented 
Fresh Meadows Double Hit and Run 


In early April, drag racers critically injured 
14-year olds Saverio Sportello and Christina 
Vroulis in a hit and run on Francis Lewis 
Boulevard at the Horace Harding Express¬ 
way in Fresh Meadows, Queens. This stretch 
of Francis Lewis Boulevard has wide lanes 
and straight stretches and is infamous for 
its speeding and drag racing. 

After the incident, Assembly Members 
Michael Cohen and Mark Weprin and Coun¬ 
cil Members David Weprin, John Liu and 


Jim Gennaro 
demanded pas¬ 
sage of A04111, 
a bill enabling the use of speed enforcement 
cameras in New York City. One speed cam¬ 
era a could have provided around the clock 
speeder enforcement on Francis Lewis Boule¬ 
vard, and could have prevented these tragic 
injuries. The city council, mayor and police 
department support a state law authorizing 
the City DOT to use the cameras, and the law 
passed the State Senate in 2001. Since then, 
it has gone nowhere because of opposition 
from Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver. 


Seventy five countries around the world 
use speed cameras, with strikingly successful 
results. In two years, Washington D.C.’s new 
speed camera program issued $34 million in 
fines, 651,000 infraction notices and nabbed 
408 drivers for extreme speeding. Meanwhile, 
traffic fatalities fell by 30%, from 71 to 50; 
aggressive speeding by 75%; and average 
speeds in 25 mph zones by an impressive 8 
mph. 

Write to Sheldon Silver and tell him that he 
owes it to New Yorkers to put the brakes on 
dangerous drivers by passing speed camera 
legislation. 
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cycling News 

T.A. Requests Secure Bike Parking at 
Lower Manhattan’s New Transit Hubs 


T his spring, t.a. urged the port 
Authority and the MTA to include 
secure indoor or sheltered bicycle 
parking in their respective plans for 
the new W orld T rade Center Transportation 
H ub and the Fulton Street Transit Center in 
Manhattan. Secure bike parking at the new 
transit hubs would link some of the most 
heavily traveled rail lines in the country to 
Downtown and Midtown Manhattan's bike 
lanes and paths. The H udson River and East 
River greenways are less than a half mile 
from the future transit hubs. 

According to the Department of City 
Planning, the lack of secure bike parking is 
the primary obstacle to potential commuter 
cyclists. 

Secure bike parking at the World Trade 
Center Transportation Hub and Fulton Street 
Transit Center would consist of either indoor or 
covered bicycle racks located in a fenced-in area 
under video surveillance Cyclists would have 
self-service swipe card access to the bike rack 
area and would supply their own locks □ 



Write to 

Fulton Street Transit Center 
Lawrence Reuter, President 
MTA New York City Transit 
370 Jay Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

World Trade Center Transportation Hub 
Joseph J. Seymour, Executive Director 
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 
225 Park Avenue South 
New York, NY 10003 


PATH and subway riders would use swipe 
cards to access fenced-in and covered 
secure bicycle parking at the World Trade 
Center Transportation Hub and the Fulton 
Street Transit Center in Manhattan. 
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BIKE SHORTS 


CityRacks 
Program Surges 

This spring, New Yorkers look¬ 
ing for a spot to lock their bikes 
outside will have 1,400 new rack 
options. The DOT’S CityRacks pro¬ 
gram, which installs free racks in 
all five boroughs, will soon start 
on its next round of bike rack 
installations. CityRacks installed 
New York’s last round of new bike 
racks in the summer of 2002; the 
program put in about 200 new, 
super-tough “Chicago” racks. 

By the end of 2004, New York 
will have 3,400 racks in place. 

CityRacks has had to overcome 
numerous problems since its 
launch in 1997, especially the 
City’s cumbersome contracting 
system. As a result, New York 
City’s lags badly behind Chicago, 
which has 8,000 bike racks. 

The latest obstacle facing 
CiyRacks is the DOT’S new prac¬ 
tice of allowing some Community 
Boards to veto rack locations. 

In these areas, racks now face a 
double standard that other 


street furniture, like park¬ 
ing meters and light and 
sign posts, do not. 

To request a rack, call 311 or 
visit transalt.org/cityracks. 


City's 311 Hotline to 
IndudeGreenways- 
T hanks T.A.! 

New York City’s non-emergency 
telephone hotline, 311, is great for 
reporting hazards like potholes, 
broken street lights and metal 
construction plates. But until 
recently, the hotline center did not 
accept reports about problems on 
heavily cycled greenway paths. 

So, over the winter, T.A. asked 
the City Department of Informa¬ 
tion Technology and Telecom¬ 
munications to add all of New 
York City’s greenway paths and 
bicycle lanes to the geographic 
information database used by 
311 operators. Now, the City can 
accurately record and address 
problems on greenway paths and 
bike lanes as soon as possible. 


Working Cyclist Safety 
Campaign Rolls 

This spring, T.A. distributed 
700 “Working Cyclist Safety” 
posters to restaurants, delis 
and messenger companies that 
use bicycle delivery, and to the 
NYPD, Community Boards, city 
councilmembers and neighbor¬ 
hood associations. The illustrated 
English/Chinese and English/ 
Spanish posters contain traffic 
laws and safety tips for delivery 
bicyclists and their employers 
and are designed to encourage 
safe cycling and improve bicyclist 
and pedestrian safety. T.A. is 
working with these organizations 
to educate businesses about 
the laws they and their delivery 
people need to follow. The NYPD 
is complimenting the educa¬ 
tional campaign with heightened 
enforcement of commercial 
cycling laws and sidewalk cycling. 

If you would like to help 
distribute posters or know a 
business that needs a 
“Working Cyclist Safety” 


poster, please contact T.A. 
at WorkingCyclist@transalt. 
orgor 212-629-8080. 


Penn Bike Parking on 
Cusp of Success 

Secure bike parking at Penn Sta¬ 
tion is tantalizingly close. The 
New York City Department of 
Transportation needs to draft 
a user agreement for Madison 
Square Garden, and then the two 
organizations need to sign it. The 
Garden owns the property above 
Penn Station where the City will 
build the fenced-in parking area 
and is generously letting the 
City use it for free. After the City 
finishes building the bike parking 
area, the 34th Street Partnership 
Business Improvement District 
will run it. Madison Square 
Garden is occupied with prepar¬ 
ing for the Republican National 
Convention through September. 

If the Garden and the City DOT 
sign the papers this spring, they 
could easily build the bike park¬ 
ing in the fall. Forward, DOT! 
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Sensible Transportation 

$5 M illion to lump Start 
NYC Bus Rapid Transit 



T he mayor takes the subway 
to work every morning, not the 
bus. And for a good reason: Bus ser¬ 
vice in N ew York City is slow and 
irregular thanks to heavy traffic, 
illegal parking in bus stops and long loading 
and unloading times. Moreover, si nee free bus 
to subway transfers started in 1997, bus service 
has not kept pace with soaring ridership. 

But relief maybe in sight. For the last two 
years, Transportation AIternatives and our alIies 
at the Straphangers Campaign have advocated 
for Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) as a great way 
to improve bus service. The N ew York City 

Grannis Introduces Bus 
Enforcement Camera Bill 

New York City has the nation’s slowest overall 
bus service, in part because of the many 
motorists who park in bus stops and drive in 
bus lanes. 

But there is hope. In late April, Upper 
Eastside Assembly Member Pete Grannis 
introduced a bill authorizing the MTA and 
New York City Department of Transporta¬ 
tion to use automated, bus mounted and 
roadside cameras to issue summonses to 
motorists illegally parked in bus stops or 
driving in bus lanes. Grannis developed the 
legislation with Transportation Alternatives 
and the Straphangers Campaign after learn¬ 
ing of the immense success London has had 
with bus enforcement cameras. London’s 
900 bus mounted cameras and 500 roadside 
cameras issue 100,000 summonses a year 
and have dramatically improved bus speeds 
and reliability. 


Transit Authority and Department of Trans¬ 
portation have shown a high level of interest in 
the project; in March, the MTA and the City 
DOT announced that they will pay $5 million 
to have a consulting firm identify which BRT 
methods will work best in the city. Starting in 
September, a consultant will identify 15 poten¬ 
tial BRT routes and pick five routes for detailed 
planning. The agencies' intent is to create BRT 
on these five routes within the next few years 
Possiblecandidatesfor BRT service in New 
York City include First and Second Avenues 
in Manhattan and major avenues leading into 
commercial centers in the other boroughs, 


N EW YORKERS FANCY THEM- 

selves as being at the center of 
the universe. But when it comes 
to bus service, New York City 
is way behind. Advanced Bus Rapid 
T ransit Systems whisk transit riders around 
Bogota, Lima, J akarta, Curitiba and many 
other developing world cities. Bus Rapid 
Transit is also very much in vogue in 
Western Europe, including London, 
Rouen and elsewhere. Bus Rapid Transit's 
popularity is largely due to the fact that 
it is inexpensive and easy to install quickly 
compared to subways or even light rail. 
Bogota's immensely successful Trans- 
M ilenio system carries up to 35,000 rid¬ 
ers an hour in each direction on one major 
street. The M15 on Manhattan's East Side, 
which is New York City's busiest bus 
route, only carries 2,340 riders per peak 
hour. Experts think that an average BRT 


Senior New York City Transit Officials say 
that Bus Rapid Transit in New York City 
will, at least initially, involve incremental 
improvements to existing equipment and 
routes, with some new elements like bus 
enforcement cameras and queue jumping. 

such as Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn; Jamai¬ 
ca Avenue, Archer Avenue, M ain Street and 
Northern Boulevard in Queens; and Third 
Avenue in the Bronx. 

Bus Rapid Transit features that show the 
most promise for N ew York City: 

• More frequent service where needed 

• Bus bulbs, which extend the sidewalk out 
one lane so that buses do not have to maneu¬ 
ver into and out of bus stops 

• Longer bus stops to eliminate delays as 
buses wait to enter the stop 

• Bus lanes with raised lane dividers or Other 
physical means to discourage or prevent other 
vehicles from violating bus lanes 

• Low floor buses, which can speed board¬ 
ing and exiting and encourage riders to exit 
through the rear door 

• Pre-boarding fare payment at selected high 
volume boarding times and/or locations to 
reduce dwell time at bus stops 

• Bus traffic signal priority to help tardy buses 
catch up to schedule 

• Real-time management of buses to achieve 

even spacing between buses □ 



In Quito, Peru, the Bus Rapid Transit 
system has secure boarding areas. Bus 
riders pay before boarding the bus, 
reducing delays. Dedicated travel lanes 
speed buses through peak hour traffic. 

lane in M anhattan could carry up to 6,300 
passengers per peak hour. □ 


“Capitol of the World?” Not When it Comes to Buses 
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Support for Car-Free 
Central Park Swells 


Petition DriveCollects 
63,000 Signatures! 

T he last time the city of new york 
reduced the intrusive presence of 
cars in Central Park was in 1992, 
when it extended weekday car-free 
hours from four to ten months of the year. 

Yet, during the last twelve years, 
support for more car-free hours and space 
in the park has continued to grow. Cur¬ 
rently, all of the city counci I members rep¬ 
resenting areas surrounding the park sup¬ 
port an extension of car-free hours. All of 
the city’s major civic and environmental 
groups and 63,000 park users who have 
signed T.A.'s petition support a completely 
car-free park. 

G iven this strong support, it would seem 

logical for the mayor to give _ 

the order to make the park 
car-free, or at least institute 
a three month car-free trial 
period. But powerful forces 
oppose increases in car-free 
hours. Because of this resis¬ 
tance, T.A. seeks a step by 
step reduction of the times 
and places that motorists 
can enter the park. For the 
last three years, T.A. has sought: 

• An increase in the weekday car-free hours to 
include overnight and early morning times. 
W eekday car-free hou rs wou I d be extended to 
include the period of 10 pm to 8 am the fol¬ 
lowing morning. 

• Reclamation as parkland of little used 


motor vehicle entrances including West 77th 
Street, West 85th Street, West 90th Street, 
East 90th Street and East 102nd Street. 

These changes would add valuable 
morning car-free hours for busy park users, 
rationalize and simplify traffic in the park 
and show park neighbors that reclaiming 

park space and hours has no adverse _ 

impact on the volume of motor 
vehicle traffic around the park. 

There is now an intriguing hint that 
the Central Park Conservancy is seri¬ 
ously considering some of the changes 
car-free park supporters have been 
seeking. 


Prospect Park 
Earth Day Action 


O N THURSDAY APRIL 22 ND, T.A. 

celebrated Earth Day and the 
arrival of spring with a Car-Free 
Prospect Park rally. The birds were 
buzzing and the bees singing, but motorists 
were also racing through the park during 
the morning rush hour. Demonstrators used 
T.A.’s radar gun to clock dozens of cars dan¬ 
gerously speeding in the park and held up 
signs demanding "Park, N ot Parkway!" and 
"MoreCar-FreeTime!’’ 


i 
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T.A. clocked motorists going 68 
mph in Prospect Park. 


"... I am pissed to let you know that a 
'ofti . - • 


Car-Free Prospect 
Park Hours 


Weekends: 7 pm Friday 
until 7 am Monday. 

All year. 

Weekdays: 9 am to 5 pm 
and 7 pm to 7 am. Mid- 
January to mid-November. 


Car-Free Central 
Park Hours 


Weekends: 7 pm Friday 
until 6 am Monday. All year. 
Weekdays: 10 am to 
3 pm and 7 pm to 10 pm 
between January 1st and 
Thanksgiving. 


new study of traffic flows in Central Park 
hashes commissioned to ascertain the fees bility of 
ectending weekday sr-frs hours and of decrees- 
ing car usageby eliminating additional vehicular 
entranostothePark. Nospedfic 
entrances have been determined 
at this poi nt, but I will be glad 
to share your concerns with the 
peopleinvolved with thisstudy." 

-EXCERPT FROM LETTER 
FROM CENTRAL PARK 
CONSERVANCY TO PARK USER. 


The Conservancy oper¬ 
ates and maintains the park 
under contract with the city and has a pow¬ 
erful board of directors. If the Conservancy 
pushes for more car-free space and time, 
change could take place quickly. 

For thefull UstofCar-FreeCeitral Park Supporters 
seetransalt.org/campaigns/cpark/supporters.html 


The institution 
of Prospect Park's 
J anuary to N ovem- 
ber weekday car- 
free hours has been 
a smashing success. 
Now, more people 
than ever are using 
and enjoying the 
park. Transportation 
Alternatives' goal is to extend the car-free 
hours to the full year and eliminate the 
November and December weekday "holi¬ 
day" hours, when motorists are allowed in 
the park at all times. 

“Transportation A Iternativs is absolutely 
right- speeding cars in the park raise serious 
safety concerns. The pilot program of weekday 
car-free hours has been a success and should be 
expanded year-round." 

COUNCILMEMBER BILL DE BLASIO, PARK SLOPE 

“It is impossible to enjoy a safe and dean 
Prospect Park when hundreds of cars a day are 
whizzing by pedestrians and polluting the air. 
W e must extend the current pilot program year- 
round tomakethepark safer for B rooklynites." 

COUNCILMEMBER DAVID YASSKY, 
PARK SLOPE, DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN, 
GREENPOINT AND WILLIAMSBURG 
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Metropolitan News 

Declining Car Ownership, 
IKEA, NJ Trucks and more 


NEW YORK 


NYC Car Ownership Dips 

This may come as a surprise to pedestrians 
and cyclists, who endure car dogged streets, 
but according to the state Department of 
Motor Vehicles, car ownership in New York 
City is declining. According to an analysis in 
the April 28, 2004 New York Post, the num¬ 
ber of vehicles registered by city residents 
has dropped for the last three years, down to 
1996 levels. 

City car ownership peaked at 2.04 million in 
2000, but fell to 1.94 million last year in 2003, 
despite population growth. Experts blame the 
economy, sky-high insurance prices, spiraling 
gas costs and the i ncreasi ng nightmare of fi nd- 
ing parking spots Basic car insurance in N ew 
York City can cost as much as $1,600 a year, 
and much more for younger motorists 

NYC CAR OWNERSHIP 

Citywide: Down 4.9% 

2000 - 2,044,373 
2003 - 1,943,854 

Manhattan: Down 1.6% 

2000 - 255,780 
2003 - 252,209 

Brooklyn: Down 11.9% 

2000 - 486,987 
2003 - 428,839 

Bronx: Down 5.2% 

2000 - 268,910 
2003 - 255,103 

Queens: Down 4.6% 

2000 - 784,848 
2003 - 748,695 

Staten Island: Up 4.4% 

2000 - 247,848 
2003 - 259,008 

source: new york state 

DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

At Last, the MTA to Take Over 
City’s Decrepit Bus Fleet 

In a win for long suffering bus riders, the gov¬ 
ernor and mayor agreed to have the MTA take 
over Queens, Brooklyn and Bronx bus routes 
long served by seven private companies whose 
operations are subsidized bytheCity. TheCity 
will continue to provide a $157 million annual 
operating subsidy for an indefinite time Addi¬ 
tionally, the MTA will take $322.5 million 



originally slated for a La Guardi a Airport rail 
project and spend it upgrading the City fleet’s 
buses and depots to N ew York City Transit 
standards. The transfer of the routes, which 
serve 400,000 people a day and amount to the 
seventh largest bussystem in the country, will 
take place by July 1. 

The MTA is expected to raise the cost of a 
ride on the routes from $1.50 to $2 to match 
its existing base fare. New revenue from 
this hike may help the City reduce subsidies 
somewhat in coming years 

Red Hook IKEA Plan Sparks 
Brooklyn Jobs, Traffic Fight 

IK EA's proposal to build a large new out¬ 
let in Red Hook, Brooklyn is dividing 
the community along race and class lines. 
Some look at the project as bringing much 
needed entry level jobs to a neighborhood 
with high unemployment. Others see huge 
traffic problems and a pulverizing amount 
of trucking. Both groups are probably 
right. One of 
the big prob¬ 
lems with the 
proposed devel¬ 
opment is that 
city officials 
have done nothing to make IK EA modify 
its car-based, self-service shopping model, 
which is designed for suburbia. As it is 
currently planned, the 22 acre IK EA will 
be the largest in the United States and will 
have 1,500 parking spaces. It will gener¬ 
ate 11,000 total car trips on a busy day 
and have 100 trucks serving it. The plan 
calls for weekend ferries from Manhat¬ 
tan and new bus service; New York City 
Transit has reportedly agreed to extend 
the B77 and B61 buses. The plan would 
also involve a number of road widenings, 
including five to six lanes around the site 
on Beard Street. The city land use review 


process for the IK EA proposal will start in 
the next few months. IK EA wants to open 
the store by 2006. 

New York City and Rest of 
Metro Area Violates Ozone 
Standards 

N ew York City and 470 United States coun¬ 
ties, including every county in New Jersey and 
Connecticut, fail the Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Agency’s standards for ozone pollution. 
W h i I e I ocal pol i t i ci ans I i ke to pi ace the bl ame 
on Midwestern power plants, environmental 
experts say local car and truck traffic is con¬ 
tributing a large share of the ozone problem. 


NEW JERSEY 


NJ Governor Strongly 
Defends Truck Route Rules 



Responding to a recent ruling by a Federal 
judge, N ew J ersey G overnor J im M cG reevey, 
a D emocrat, vowed to fight for a N ew J ersey 
law that keeps interstate trucks off of local 
roads. The state law was enacted by M cG- 
reavey's Republican predecessor, Christie 
W hitman, after forceful advocacy by theTri- 
State Transportation Campaign. A Federal 
judge found that, despite the fact that they 
reduced crashes on local roads, the truck 
restrictions violated the I nterstate Commerce 
Clause and were thus invalid. Thejudgealso 
noted that truck crash rates are approximate¬ 
ly twice as high on state and county high¬ 
ways as on interstate highways. See the Tri- 
State Campaign online at tstc.org for more 
on this issue. 


Want weekly news and insightful analysis of 
transportation in metropolitan New York City? 
Subscribe to "M obilizingTheRegion" at tstc.org. 
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FRANK'S DIKE SHOP 
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North Brooklyn’s premier bike shop 
announces that 5% of our net profits 
will go to Transportation Alternatives 
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Big Tickets, London’s 
Cycling Mayor and more 



Finnish Meat Head Speeds 
and Loses Big 

A driver in Finland caught driving at 50 mph 
in a 23 mph zone has been fined $200,000. 
Jussi Salonoja, the 27-year-old heir to his 
family-owned sausage business, was fined 
according to Finland’s policy of relating 
fines to income. W ith tax office data show¬ 
ing Salonoja earned around $8 million in 
2002, he was given a world record speeding 
fine If he does not successfully challenge the 
ticket, Salonoja’s fine will more than double 
the existing record of $96,000 also given to a 
Finn in 2000. 

T&E Bulletin 

Ciao to Cars 

Authorities in Italy banned 
cars from more than 100 
towns and cities one Sun¬ 
day in early 2004 to help 
cut pollution. Some cities 
offered public transport 
free of charge. The ban 
included M ilan and Rome, 
where a long period of 
calm weather had allowed 
smog levels to rise. Traffic 
was banned from the inner 
city in Rome between 10 am and 5 pm. 

T&E Bulletin 

London’s Next Mayor is 
Pro-cycling, Guaranteed 

London’s four mayoral candidates agree on 
little but they are united on one front for 
the forthcoming election: all of them have 
pledged their support for a ten-point cycling 
manifesto drawn up by the London Cycling 
Campaign. This includes 20 mph limit in all 
streets where Londoners live, work or shop, 


and free cycling training for every 
schoolchild. Cycling in Central Lon¬ 
don has increased by 20% si nee the 
congestion charge was introduced. 

Bicycle Business 

Expanding Roadway 
Capacity = More 
Tailpipe Emissions 

A report released last month from the 
U.S. Public Interest Research Group 
(PIRG) finds a clear and highly sig¬ 
nificant link between 
roadway capacity and 
air pollution from 
cars and trucks. The 
report, "More FI igh- 
ways, More Pollu¬ 
tion: Road-building 
and Air Pollution in 
America's Cities," ana¬ 
lyzes Federal FI ighway 
Administration data 
on major roadway capacity and Environmen¬ 
tal Protection Agency data on air pollution, 
and reviews the current academic literature 
examining road building and traffic conges¬ 
tion. Contrary to claims by the American 
FI ighway Users Alliance 
that adding roadway capaci¬ 
ty will reduce tail pipe emis¬ 
sions, thePIRG report shows 
that road building actually 
exacerbates air pollution by 
inducing additional motor 
vehicle travel. Emission 
reductions achieved through 
improving traffic flow are 
outstripped by the over¬ 
all growth in miles trav¬ 
eled. According to PIRG's 
analysis, if large metro areas 
continue to expand roadway capacity over 
the next decade by 14.6% (the average rate 
of growth for urban areas during the 1990s), 
they could expect to see emissions of smog¬ 
forming pollutants grow by nearly 11%. 

Transfer 

Afraid to Fly After 9/11, Some 
Took a Bigger Risk—In Cars 

Immediately after the Sept. 11, 2001, ter¬ 
rorist attacks, Americans afraid to fly 
took to the nation's highways, a decision 


that many experts on risks said could be 
a fatal error: Driving 1,000 miles poses a 
greater risk of deadly accidents than flying 
the same distance. Statistics show the risk 
experts were right. In the first analysis of 
U.S. Department of Transportation data 
for the last three months of 2001, a study 
finds there was a significant increase in 
the number of fatal crashes in this period 
compared with the same period in the year 
before the attacks. G erd G igerenzer of the 
Max Planck Institute for Fluman Develop¬ 
ment in Berlin, an expert on how people 
respond to low-prob¬ 
ability but high-con- 
sequence events called 
"dread risks" calculat¬ 
ed that, because of the 
extra traffic, 353 more 
people died in traffic 
accidents during this 
period. 

Wall Street Journal 

Hasta La Vista, Truck Traffic 

Thousands of Austrian citizens took to the 
streets to protest increasing pollution and 
traffic, especially truck transit, on the Alps 
highways. Following on the heels of Swiss 
voters' rejection of a new tunnel through 
the Alps, this action signaled continuing 
citizen revolt against excessive truck traffic. 
In Tirol, pollution levels are 30% above the 
limits set by a 1991 convention, and truck 
traffic increased by 2.2% this year. Still, the 
European Union continues to push Austria 
to loosen its trucking regulations. 

CarB usters 

Global Health Epidemic 

For World FI ealth Day on April 7, United 
Nations Secretary General, Kofi Annan, 
called attention to the fact that every 
year 1.2 million people are killed in car 
crashes, 90% of which happen in develop¬ 
ing countries. The victims are primarily 
pedestrians, bicyclists, motorcyclists and 
users of public transit. "M ost of the acci¬ 
dents are not mentioned in the media,” 
Annan said, "yet they are always a personal 
tragedy." The number of people injured by 
motorists each year is estimated at between 
20 and 50 million. 

CarB usters 
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LAW OFFICE OF 

ADAM D. WHITE, ESQ. 

305 Broadway, 9TH FLOOR 

(BETWEEN DUANE AND THOMAS) 

New York, NY 10007 

212-897-5830 

adamlaw@earthlink.net 

HANDLING 
CYCLING ACCIDENTS 
ANDYOUR 

OTHER LEGAL PROBLEMS 

- Free Consultation - 

No Recovery No Fee 
Affordable Rates 

Fellow Cyclist & City Resident 



AT BOOK STORES & . 
THESE BIKE SHOPS 

MANHATTAN * 

Bicycle Renaissance * 
430 Columbus Awe 
Bicycle Habitat 
244 Lafayette St 
Cn'C Bicycle Works # 
HOI First Avenue ■ 
Different Spokes 
Seventh / 


240 ! 


i Awe 


EddieS Bike Shop. 
490 Amsterdam Ave 
Frank's Bicycles 
553 Grand St 
Gotham Bike Shop 
H6 WBroadway 
Tread Bike Shop 
225 Dyckman St * 
Village Wheels 
63 E Eighth St 

ROOKLYN 

rooklyn Hts Bikes 
z78 Atlantic Ave 
On the Move 
400 Seventh Ave 
Rock & Road 
T304 Eighth Ave 



BICYCLE HABIW 

Get "Your Wheels Done hy Hahos Expert Wheel Builders! 


Buy 1 tire, 
get 1 free tube. 


Open only to T.A. Members 
with valid T.A. membership card 
and this ad - no copies! 



244 Lafayette Street 
b/w Spring & Prince NYC 
212-431-3315 


"NEW YORK’S BEST BIKE SHOP" - NEW YORK MAGAZINE 
WWW.BICYCLEHABITAT.COM 


CYCLING 

ACCIDENT 

CASES 


All Personal Injury and Accidents 

Trial Attorney/Cyclist 

"... a bike-savvy lawyer" 

- Mountain Bike magazine, May 1998 

Protecting the Rights 
of Injured Cyclists 

Law Offices of 

Robert S. Fader 

1-800-796-5657 cyclelaw@aol.com 
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S.T.O.P. (Stand i ng Together 0 rgan i zi ng Parents) 



S.T.O.P. in the name of love: 
organizer Julia Allen with 
parents Esperanza Vazquez, 
Deborah Green, Nelsy Ramos 
and Abigail Freeland. 


Mmrn J 11 


* 




Much.’ 


-RUBY VALAZQUEZ, S.T.O.P. PARENT 



A fter four children were 
struck and injured and 
five successive cross¬ 
ing guards resigned, 
the parents at Bronx P.S. 90 knew 
that their school had a serious traf¬ 
fic safety problem. They also knew 
that mere signs and crosswalk 
paint were not going to make their 
children safe from speeding traf¬ 
fic; their children’s lives demanded 
more robust traffic calming mea¬ 
sures. Responding to calls from 
concerned parents from through¬ 
out the community, S.T.O.P. chose 
to divert resources from its education 
and lead paint campaigns to fight for a 
speed hump, which they thought would be 
an easy win. They were mistaken; the City 
Department of Transportation denied their 
request. 

As we went to press, S.T.O.P. finally 
won their speed hump. But the single 
speed hump took several hundred hours 

\ 

s.t.o.p., a Bronx-based parent group, is a part 
of the Community Collaborative to Improve 
District 9 Schools and is assisted by a profes¬ 
sional organizer from Citizens Advice Bureau. 

_/ 


The Prize: S.T.O.P.’s speed hump was in¬ 
stalled in front of their Bronx school just one 
week before a large anti-DOT demonstration 
was scheduled at the school. 

of campaigning. S.T.O.P. collected 700 
petition signatures, organized scores of 
meetings and staged demonstrations, 
including a popular Valentines Day action 
at which 500 "H ave a H eart" Valentines 
were hand-delivered to the Bronx DOT 
commissioner. Backed by the Citizens 
Advice Bureau'sjulia Allen, S.T.O.P. won 
the backing of P.S. 90's Principal Patricia 
West, City Councilmember Helen Foster, 
State Assembly member Aurelia Green, 
Community Board 4, Bronx Borough 
President Adolfo Carrion and Transporta¬ 
tion Alternatives. 


As scores of schools throughout 
N ew York City anticipate the arrival 
of the newly funded citywide Safe 
Routes to School program, S.T.O.P.'s 
long, hard battle raises some impor¬ 
tant questions: Will the DOT, heed¬ 
ing the calls of parents, schools and 
elected officials, change course and 
routinely install speed humps and 
other strong traffic calming measures 
and slow speed (15 mph) zones at city 
schools? Or will the agency continue to 
avoid using strong traffic calming devices 
so that schools must go without these life¬ 
saving devices unless concerned parents 
pursue costly activism? 

"Parents must work together to get what 
we want for our kids. Even if we are denied 
something, wemust still bdid/ein whatwewant 
and work for it You encourage yourself, and 
don't stop." 

- NELSY RAMOS, S.T.O.P. PARENT 

"S.T.O.P. was victorious in getting the speed 
hump; however, our work is not over... Our 
children's safdy is our main priority insdeand 
outside of the school," 

- RUBY SANTANA, S.T.O.P. PARENT 
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Going somewhere? Bring your bike. Use our 
listings of bicycle policies of area trains, buses and 
ferries. Detailed information of our full list is online 
at transalt.org/info/aboard.html. 


TRAINS 


Amtrak 800-872-7245, amtrak.com. 

No permit. Bicycles travel only in 
baggage cars and not every trai n has 
a baggage car. Y ou may put your 
bikeon an earlier train and pick it up 
when you arrive (no tandems). Bicy¬ 
cles must be boxed. $5 fee each way. 

Long Island Railroad 718-558-8228, 
mta.info. N eed permit; pick up from 
Penn or G rand Central Stations or 
through the mai I. $5 one-ti me fee. 
Limit two bikes per car, four bikes 
per train. W kdy OB: departing Penn 
Station 9 am-3 pm and 8 pm-7 am. 

W kdy IB: arriving 10 am-4 pm and 
7 pm-6 am. W kendsand Holidays: 
see permit. 

Metro North 212-532-4900, mta.info. 

N eed permit; pick up from Grand 
Central, window #27. $5 one-ti me fee. 
Limit two bikes per car, four bikes per 
train. Port Jarvis line—get NJ Transit 
pass. W kdy 0 B: departi ng G rand 
Central 9 am-3 pm and 8:15 pm-6 
am. W kdy IB: arriving 10 am-4 pm 
and 7 pm-6 am. W kend: no restric¬ 
tions. Holidays: See permit. 

New Jersey Transit 973-762-5100, 
njtransit.com. N o permit. W kdy OB: 
departing Penn Station 9:30 am-4 
pm and 7 pm-5 am. W kdy IB: arriv¬ 
ing 9:30 am-4 pm and 7 pm-5 am. 


f Going somewhere? - ] 


transalt.orq/info/aboard.html 


[W GET THE INFO!! | 

V_ w 


W kend: no restrictions. H olidays: 
see permit. 

NY Transit (subway), mta.info. N o 
permit. Be considerate and use ends 
of train cars. A few stations' gates 
limit bike entry/exit at times. 

PATH 800-234-PATH/201-216-6247, 
panynj.gov. N 0 permit. W kdy 
OB/IB: 9:30 am-3:30 pm and 
6:30 pm-6:30 am. 


BUSES 


Greyhound 800-231-2222, 
greyhound.com. $15/bike. Provide your 
own box or $10. 

MTA 718 -445-3IOO, MTA.NYC.NY.GOV. 

Seasonal on QBxl over W hitestone 
Bridge. 

NJ Transit 800-777-3606/973-491- 
9400, njtransit.com. N o fee. Luggage 
bays on northern J ersey division. 

Peter Pan 800-343-9999, 
peterpanbus.com. N o fee. T ravel s i n 
luggage bay. Box required. 


FERRIES 


NY Waterway 8OO-53-FERRY, NYWATER¬ 
WAY. COM. $ 1/bike. 

Staten Island Ferry 718-815-BOAT, 
siferry.com. N o fee. 


CYCLING ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

Legal Counsel, 

Representation and Litigation 


"Twenty years of cycling experience has made 
me painfully aware of the injuries caused by 
road accidents." 


M y office represents fellow cyclists who have been injured 
by careless motorists...There is no charge to discuss your legal 
rights in any situation where you have suffered injury or damage. 
A fee is charged when compensation is obtained from the 
motorist's insurance company. 


For further information and 
complimentary consultation contact: 

Barton L. Slavin, Esq. 
(212) 233-1010 



BREAKAWAY CQUWER SVSTEMS. me. 


ClEANAiR 


OtilFT STRFETS 


212 - 947-7777 



The best folding bikes tor the world! 



Ntw> ;ilcpp«in n 
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BRGMPTON 


the NEW swift folder 
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Daniel L. Doctoroff 



Occupation: Deputy Mayor for Economic 
Development & Rebuilding for the City of 
New York 

Commute: U pper West Side to Lower M an hat- 
tan. I live on the Upper West Side between 
West End Avenue and Riverside Drive so I 
enter Riverside Park at 91st Street and then 
ride through Riverside Park until I can cut 
over to the water then all the way down to 
Chambers Street, then to Broadway and down 
to City H all. It’s about 6 1/2 miles, and usu¬ 
ally takes me about 25 minutes. 

Bike: I ride a Gary Fisher hybrid that I've had 
for years. 

How long commuting? I'vebeen riding to work 
in the mornings si nee April 2002. 

why started? It's very si mple: there’s no other 
time for me to exercise 

Attire: My riding clothes are pretty low-key, 
shorts and t-shirt. 

Essential Gear: AI ways a hel met! 

Weather: I ride when the temperature isabove 
50 degrees. 

Response from co-workers: I think they think 
its cool but a little crazy since I usually leave 
the house at 5:30 am. 

Memorable experiences: One morning, I 
almost rode over the Lower Manhattan 
Development Corporation President who was 
jogging in the opposite direction. I think we 
were both still asleep. 

Best commute: 21 minutes, 3 seconds 


Advice: I don’t think most people realize how 
spectacular the Greenway is becoming. We've 
come a long way and it's only going to get 
better and better. Everyone should get out 
there and support their local Greenway. 

Parking: I bring my bike to the side of City 
H all and park it on the racks. 

Lock: I have no idea what kind of lock I use 


but it's pretty safe inside the gates of City 
H all so it doesn't matter that much. 

Riding style: I can be assertive but have to 
admit, I'm kind of a daydreamer during my 
early morning commute. 

Memorable reactions: N Ot many people Out at 
5:30 am to let me know! □ 


Xootr Performance Scooters 

Sweet ride. 

Cieis small quick. 

fU\ Goes where you go. 

iiltM^lid? pdyurctlijdnr --- ■ 

■■Yhedi Far F*st smoalh nch 

even nn Hrw ‘fDrk City ktmis. dimw frnvn factory: 

Mnn Ids" walk ups. and for canning on rtiwrt.ra?ulr.c-bm 

liam.udiway, bus,-nr fmy iiJes0ijioLi.tr.edm 

AUuU LLli HfiOSLriMUVn £liu-Ii ii F* : E506 tel S70 5 SB-4949 


Custom wheels built by 

DT swiss certified wheel builder 
Campagnolo, Phill Wood, Miche, Mavic, Velocity 
components 

Redline - authorized dealer - Bianchi 
Track friendly shop 

Bicycle Doctor 

133 Grand St.in Williamsburg 

718-302-3145 
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The Word on the Streets 

Thank you to the many readers who send letters in response to Trans¬ 
portation Alternatives Magazine, the T.A. E-Bulletin or transalt.org. 
Feedback from readers is hugely helpful. 

We encourage all readers to send us comments. E-mail 
info@transalt.org; mail to 115 W. 30th Street, Suite 1207, New York, NY 
10001; fax 212-629-8334; or submit a comment through our Web site. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

V_____ J 



Cracking Down on 
Aggressive Driving 

THIS EVENING, I CAME WITHIN A HAIR'S 

width of being struck by an aggressively 
speeding driver making a right turn from 
East 63rd Street onto 3rd Avenue and, after 
politely asking her to be careful, the driver 
verbally assaulted me. I was so mad that I 
went to the local police precinct but I was 
treated rather indifferently. I am so pissed 
off that I would like to know what I can do 
that is tangible. Perhaps lobby for a "Yield 
to Pedestrians" sign or something else? Also, 
is it possibleto bring a civil/criminal action 
against an aggressive driver? I am a lawyer 
and a T.A. member and I would relish the 
opportunity to fix this hazardous crosswalk. 
M aybe I should have a conversation with the 
local district member/assemblyman? 

MATT MARTIN 

Editor’s Note: There are a number of things you can 
do depending on the time and energy you want 
to invest. Consider going to your Police Precinct’s 
Community Council meeting, where the precinct 
commanders always attend and take careful notes 
and/or write a letter to your Counci I member, 


Community Board and the police precinct com¬ 
mander; report the incident to them and ask for 
increased police traffic enforcement and Leading 
Pedestrian I ntervals (LPI) et this location. 

Honking Fine Signs 

HELLO AND THANKS FOR ALL YOUR GOOD 

works. We're fighting the good fight here in 
Inwood to ban car alarms My question is how 
does a neighborhood go about requesting a ”N o 
Honking, $x amount fine” sign? We are on a 
three-block long street (Park Terrace East at 215 
Street) that ends at I sham Park and there's non¬ 
stop honking. Any ideas on how to successfully 
lobby the City to i nstal I one of these signs? 

ANONYMOUS 

Editor’s Note: Call 311 and request such a 
sign. Also, write your community board and 
counci I member and report the problem and 
ask them to help you get more police enforce¬ 
ment and signs 

Working Cyclist Campaign 

SOME COMMENTS ON THE "WORKING 

Cyclist" program from a former New York 


City bike messenger and T.A. member now 
living and messengering in Portland, Oregon. 

I occasionally rode on (relatively empty) side- 
wal ks and the wrong way on streets i n M an- 
hattan, always slowly and always yielding to 
whoever had the legitimate right of way. I did 
this because it was quicker than going (long) 
blocks out of my way and because I worked 
solely on commission in a very expensive city. 
And I have to say, I never felt bad about it. I 
also never got a ticket for it. A short list of 
somethingsl saw in NYC bikelanes: People 
walking, people standing still, people jog¬ 
ging, people pushing strollers, people push¬ 
ing food carts, people pushing dollies full of 


boxes, people playing catch, people on horses, 
herds of cops standing around or straddling 
stopped bikes, parked cars, moving cars. 

ANONYMOUS 

The Rules for Biking 
With Kids 

IS RIDING ON THE SIDEWALK PROHIBITED 

for all cyclists, for working cyclists or com¬ 
muting cyclists? W hen I bike to school, I use 
the street because it is faster and I am not in 
people's way. W hen I bike with my brother 
and sister I keep them on the sidewalk and 
sometimes I join them. Of course, we bike 
at a much slower pace and walk our bikes 
when it is too congested to ride. I always 
try to choose paths that are either not used 
frequently or very wide so that they accom¬ 
modate bikes without disturbing pedestrians. 
Also, I will be biking with my two year old 
niece this year and am planning to stick to 
the sidewalks with her, at least until I know 
what to expect from a child in a bike seat. So 
what are the rules for those out just for a ride 
to the park with their little siblings/kids? 

ELENA FERNSLER 


Editor’s Note: Adults riding with children 
are not exempt from city laws, which forbid 
cyclists older than 14 from riding on side¬ 
walks. H owever, it seems unlikely that any 
cop would summons you for your safe and 
courteous behavior. 

Queensboro Bridge 

Dear Commissioner WeinshalI, 

AS A FREQUENT USER OF THE QUEENSBORO 

Bridge bike and pedestrian path, I urge 
you to consider the condition of this path. 
Recently a biker was robbed and shot on 
the Williamsburg Bridge bike path. The 
Queensboro Bridge has been blessedly free of 
such crime, but the continued safety of the 
bridge path depends on the active use of the 
path both day and night. Bridge access points 
are particularly important becausethey affect 
every biker and pedestrian crossing between 
two boroughs. 

Currently there are no legal bike routes 
coming from the bridge for a cyclist wish¬ 
ing to head North or East in Queens or 
South in Manhattan. Bikers are forced to 
violate traffic laws to exit the bridge. As 
a biker, I do not wish to bike criminally. 
A few easy changes would legalize count¬ 
less bikers simply trying their best to bike 
in a difficult city. M any lights are out at 
both ends of the Queensboro bridge. These 
must be fixed. Leave a small part of the 
Queensboro Bridge path unfenced. Being 
next to six traffic lanes of noise and exhaust 
is bad enough without a fence blocking the 
beautiful view. There are signs towards the 
end of the bike path instructing people to 
dismount and walk their bikes for a few 
hundred feet. W hy are these signs, always 
ignored, even there? 

I hope you won't simply file this away or 
dismiss this as the voice of just another bike 
freak. With minimal effort, there are many 
thi ngs the city and the N Y C D epartment of 
Transportation could do to encourage biking 
in the city. W hile I would love a grand bike 
plan making this a truly bike friendly city, I 
will settle for a safe and legal bike ride over 
the Queensboro bridge 

Sincerely, 

PETER C. M 0 SK 0 S 


Leave a small part of the Queensboro Bridge 
path unfenced. Being next to six traffic lanes of 
noise and exhaust is bad enough without a fence 
blocking the beautiful view. 
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Why Safe Routes? 


The Towering Evergreen of Transportation Alternatives 


as much by Martin Luther King as Jane Jacobs, 
John’s spoken and written words raised the 
profile of alternative transportation. He also 
raised significant funds, which he plowed into 
winning key victories and making wise invest¬ 
ments in human capital. 

John’s tenure, however, will be remembered 
more in terms of the expectations he raised, 
two of which will long endure: first, what to 
expect from our government in terms of traffic 
safety and equitable allocation of transporta¬ 
tion resources and; second, what to expect 
from ourselves in terms of professional and 
effective advocacy. 

John’s work is etched in the streets, 
greenways, boulevards, bridges and parks of 
this great city. These places now bring less 
death and more life, more silence and less 
noise, less fear and more joy. 

We’ll miss you John. 


T ransportation alterna- 
tives advocates for safer, 
more welcoming streets for 
all pedestrians and bicyclists, 

Traffic calmed streets reduce 
traffic deaths and injuries and encourage 
morewalking and bicycling. 

But not all pedestrians are created 
equal. Seniors and children under 14 
are especially vulnerable to street design 
that puts motorists before people walk¬ 
ing or bicycling. In Manhattan north 
of 110th Street, seniors are 15% of the 
population but 36% of pedestrian fatali¬ 
ties; similarly, children are 20% of the 
population but 40% of pedestrian inju¬ 
ries. Citywide, seniors and children are 
one third of the population. 

Menacing, busy and hard to cross 
streets discourage slower moving, older 
people from crossing and contribute to 
their isolation and inactivity. Children, 
who increasingly must be escorted by 
adults to safely cross streets, aresimilar- | 
ly marginalized, and stay indoors. | 
Recognizing the particular vulner- % 
ability of these two large populations, s 
T.A. launched The Bronx Safe Routes to 
School program in 1995 and Safe Routes 
for Seniors in 2004. The programs include 
planning, advocacy, education and traffic 
engineering intended to improve conditions 
around schools, senior centers and other des¬ 
tinations for a well defined group of vulner¬ 
able pedestrians. 


T.A.'s "Safe Routes” programs have two 
fundamental goals: 

1. Reduce traffic deaths and injuries to 
older and younger pedestrians 

2. Encourage older people and children to 
walk more to improve physical and mental 
health, including reducing obesity. 

T.A. imported the idea for The Bronx 


“Reformers are like Morning Glories: 

They look great early in the day and 
then they disappear. ” 

-GEORGE WASHINGTON PLUNKETT 


From 1997 to 2001, 
Transportation Alternatives 
operated The Bronx Safe 
Routes to School with the Bronx 
Borough President’s Office and 
the Governor’s Traffic Safety 
Council. In 2003, T.A. launched 
Safe Routes to Seniors in 
Manhattan north of noth Street 
in partnership with the New York 
State Health Department. 


Safe Routes for School program from 
Denmark. The step-by-step, community 
based planning and consensus building 
used in Denmark worked well in the 
Bronx. Enthusiastic parents and their city 
counci I members from the 38 schools in 
the program created a spirited outcry for 
pedestrian improvements around schools 
that led the City Department of Trans¬ 
portation to launch its own Safe Routes 
to School program. 

It was clear to T.A. and the seniors 
who yelled at us at Safe Routes to 
School meetings in the Bronx that 
seniors could benefit from a similar 
program. In 2001, we partnered with the 
N ew York State Department of H ealth to 
create our ground breaking Safe Routes 
for Seniors program. We expect that the 
program will also draw the attention of 
the City to pedestrian safe street design, 
reducing traffic deaths and injuries to older 
pedestrians and encouraging mobility. □ 


John Kaehny is no ephemeral morning glory. 
More akin to a conifer of his native Colorado 
(and similar in stature), John, in his 14 year 
tenure at Transportation Alternatives, outlasted 
seven City Department of Transportation com¬ 
missioners, three mayors and—thanks to his 
brand of informed, multi-pronged and dogged 
advocacy—more than a few misguided trans¬ 
portation policies. 

Under his watch, T.A. opened many new and 
fruitful fronts in the fight for a more livable 
city: New York City traffic calming, enforce¬ 
ment cameras, Safe Routes to School, Bus 
Rapid Transit and, most recently, Safe Routes 
for Seniors and crash mapping. John also 


pried opened bridges and parks to those not 
traveling by motor vehicle, the vast majority 
of New Yorkers. With quotable flair influenced 
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NYC Century Bike Tour 


Sunday, September 12,2004 

15,35,55,75 and 100 Miles 


The NYC Century Bike Tour is for everyone, including children. Share the glamour of 5th Avenue, 
the majesty of the Brooklyn Bridge and the charm of brownstone Brooklyn with your children. You 
choose a distance suitable for your family and we’ll make it fun! NYCcentury.org 
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